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OUR MISSIONSIATEMENT

We are the Catholic Community of
Saint John of the Cross, established in 2009.
Uniting the people of God as one family,
we are rooted in, and empowered by,
our sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.
Living as disciples of Jesus Christ,
we recognize our God-given potential and
challenge one another to share our giftedness,
embrace our diversity, and engage in social outreach,
service and education.
In doing so, we seek to extend the reign of God
in Euclid and the wider community.




FROM THE PASTOR...

Dear Parishioners:

How blessed we are as the community of Saint John of the
Cross. This ministry handbook tells the story of so many
who currently give of themselves in service to this parish
and beyond and challenges each of us to ask how we
might serve. It tells what we are about as disciples of Jesus.

| truly hope that this handbook will invite and involve
even more parishioners in the great work that is
happening as well as to take advantage of the many
opportunities to learn more about our faith. We have all
been blessed with wisdom, knowledge, experience and
skills. It is precisely in learning more about our faith and
sharing our gifts that we come to know Jesus more fully
and live out our Gospel call to serve one another and to
love our neighbor as ourselves.

Please take some time to read and reflect upon the many
opportunities to become involved which are presented in
this handbook. We encourage and welcome your

participation in whatever way you are able to serve, as
well as your ideas about possible future ministries.

Il n Godods Love,

Fr. Sal Ruggeri
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OUR STAFF
Rev. Salvatore M. Ruggeri,Pastor

Kate Fraser,Youth Minister
Richard Grebenc,Patoral Associate
Ben Koval, Director of Music & Liturgy
Kay Magri, Business Manager

Anita Linsky, Secretary
Nancy Powell, Bookkeeper

Rev. Timothy Buyansky, OSB,Weekend Assistant
Rev. Edward E, Mehok, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Mr. Charles Doerpers,Deacon

OFFICEHOURS

Monday -Friday: 8:00 a.m. i 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. i 1:00 p.m.

M ASSSCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses:  7:45 a.m. Outdoor Mass in the Summer
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Holy Day Masses: 8:15 a.m., 12:00 noon, and 6:30 p.m.

Weekday Masses: 8:15 a.m. (Tuesday and Friday)
6:30 p.m. (Monday and Thursday)

Rosary: After the 8:15 a.m. Mass

Eucharistic Adoration: 9:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m., First Friday of Month
Prayer Hotline: Please call (216) 2890770 ext. 33

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:00 p.m. i 3:30 p.m. or by appointment
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GENERALPARISH INFORMATION

Registration: New parishioners are most welcome and
should stop by the parish office to register. In order to
keep our records up to date, current parishioners who
must leave our parish should contact the parish office to
let us know you are leaving.

Schedule a Wedding:Arrangements are to be made at
least six months in advance of your wedding date to
allow sufficient time for spiritual preparation. Please
contact the parish office to make an appointment with a
priest.

Schedule a baptismExpectant parents are to attend a
baptismal class for their first child prior to making baptism
arrangements. Please contact the parish office.

Schedule a funeralif a loved one has passed away, please
contact a funeral home and they will contact the parish to
schedule times for services and mass.

Sponsor letter request:You must be fully initiated in the
catholic church (received the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist), must be at least 16 years of
age, and must be a practicing catholic by participating at
mass weekly and living your faith. If you are requesting a
letter from our parish, you must be active here.
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ALTAR ERVERS

Altar servers are parishioners, both adults and children (who
are at least in third grade), who desire to assist the priest at
Mass by helping to set up before Mass as well as by serving
during the Mass. They serve as liturgical ministers with special
tasks to perform, and will be properly trained before taking

on this special ministry of service that gives glory to God.

ART & ENVIRONMENT

This is a ministryof the Church, for the Church. The art and
environment of our church is an integral part of the

experience of our communal prayer and can contribute to the
beauty and richness with the mystery of God among us.

Members of Art & Environment use their gifts to work

together to create a beautiful and prayerful worship space that

i's in keeping with the Churcho
Members need not attend all meetings, but should be

available for work sessions of setting up and taking down.

EXTRAORDINARY M INISTERSOF
HoLy COMMUNION

These liturgical minsters serve Christ who is present in the
assembly by distributing His Body and Blood to their brothers

and sisters. Many also minister to the sick and homebound by
taking Communion to them and praying with them on a

regular basis. By the way that they live their lives, they are
called to give testimony to Ch
Training is provided by the Diocese and by our parish.



GREETERS

These are often the first people that parishioners and visitors see
at Mass. It is an opportunity t
Christ and help set the tone of the upcoming worship service.
Standing at or near the doors of the church, they welcome

people to Mass and say farewell at the end of Mass, acting as
ambassadors of the hospitality offered by Christ.

Yours is the first of Christ's faces fo greet God's people as they assemble
for prayer. Your greeting of welcome is the first wish that
“The Lord Be With You!"
Let your welcome and your smile be for all who enter.
Greet each person as the Lord.

(Austin Fleming in "Preparing for Liturgy: A Theology and Spirituality”
Chicago: LTP, 1997, 106L07)

LECTORS

Lectors proclaim the first and second readings, the Word of
God, at Mass. They are ministers who use their gifts to help bring
the scriptures to life through thoughtful, prayerful proclamation.
This ministry requires practice and devotion to the study of the
Word of God.

LTURGY COMMISSION

The Liturgy Commission meets once a month and prepares for
and ensures good liturgical celebrations by reviewing current
liturgical practices and considering new ones if necessary. This
commission also helps to implement any new Diocesan
guidelines. The commission also considers ways to provide
opportunities to educate parishioners with respect to liturgy and
also strives to encourage and support other liturgical ministries.

9



MUSICMINISTRY

Adult Music Ministry

The Adult Music Ministry is the liturgical music group that

ministers at the 4:00 p.m. Mass every Saturday and the 9:00

a.m. Mass every Sunday, as well as other special events and feast
days. Their ministry flows from a continual effort to connect

faith and life, using their God given gifts, they minister in song to
the congregation, and encourage the full, conscious, and active
participation of all who gather. Singers and instrumentalists are
always welcome to join this engaging ministry!

Youth Music Ministry

The Youth Music Ministry is a new, vibrant group of young
people, and is open to youth grades 7 through 12. They work
very closely with Youth Ministry, and are looking to expand this
group and involve as many youth as possible! Singers and
instrumentalists are welcome to join!

Childrends Choir

The Childrends Choir is the chi
of the Cross Parish. All children grades 2 through 6 are invited to
join! The Childrends Choir sing
Mass on Saturdays. The Chil dren
Eve, Easter Sunday and at the First Holy Communion Mass.

USHERS

Ushers are men and women who share the welcome of Christ by
helping to provide for the comfort of people during liturgies and
assist people with any special needs that they may have. They
also receive the gifts of the people by taking up the collection.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

The Adult Faith Formation Committee strives to enhance the
spiritual life of our parishioners. This is done by assessing the
needs of our parishioners and based on those needs, providing
for educational and spiritual opportunities such as parish
missions, guest speakers, adult education classes and retreat
experiences.

BAPTISM PREPARATION& GREETERS

In order to support our young families and help prepare them to
raise their children in the Catholic faith, all first time parents must
attend a Baptism Class. Classes are held three times a year.
Parishioners can serve our families by either assisting at the
classes or by greeting and assisting parents and godparents on the
day of their childdés baptism.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
OF ADULTS(RCIA)

RCIA is the process through which individuals become Catholic
and receive the sacraments of initiationd Baptism, Confirmation
and Eucharist. This rite is open to those who are seeking to join
the Church through Baptism or for those who have been
baptized into another Christian Church and now wish to join the
Catholic Church. Sessions are held on Sunday mornings from
Sept. through Easter at which time members are welcomed into
our Catholic family at the Easter Vigil. We also welcome those
who are already fully initiated who wish to be a part of the
RCIA team to join this important ministry by assisting in the
preparation of those who desire to become Catholic.
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LEGION OF MARY

The Legion of Mary is an organization formed around a strong
devotion to Our Blessed Mother whose members seek to deepen
their relationship with Christ by looking to Mary as a model
disciple. Individuals in this ministry gather each week to pray and
they strive to ensure that those who are homebound or in
nursing homes are able to receive Jesus in the Eucharist by
bringing communion to them and praying with them.

M ENG PRAYERGROUP

This group of men gather to share and pray twice a month on
the second and fourth Saturdays from 7:00 a.m.fi 8:30 a.m.
Their focus is to help all men of our Parish to accept God, love
Jesus, and experience the Holy Spirit in their livesThey serve
our parish through the Patriotic Rosary, Stations of the Cross,
annual participation in the Catholic Men's Fellowship of
Northeast Ohio Conference, speakerpresentations and support
of other parish events and ministries as needed. Their primary
focus is to gather as men of faith to challenge one another and
support one another on their faith journey.

MORNING ROSARY

The Morning Rosary Ministry prays the Rosary after the morning
weekday Masses in honor of Mary asking her to intercede for us
with her Son. They also pray together the Chaplet of the Divine
Mercy.
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SCRIPTURESTUDY

Fr. Edward Mehok explores the Scriptures in a Scripture Study
offered on Monday evenings. Each semester offers a new topic
and many wonderful opportunities to study the Word of God
and in doing so grow closer to God.

WOMEN IN FAITH

Women in Faith is a diverse group of women who come

together to grow in the life of the Spirit. They do this through

spiritual readings, discussion and prayer, thereby strengthening

their relationship with God. They enjoy social interaction and

mutual support. They also seek other activities that will enhance

their goals. Meetings are usually on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays

of the month at 7:00 p.m. and include discussing books on
spirituality, praying together, giving support to each other,

| aughing together and enhancing

There are different kinds of spiritual
gifts but the same Spirit; there are
different forms of service but the same
Lord; there are different workings but
the same God who produces all of
them in everyone. But one and the
same Spirit produces all of these,
distributing them individually to each

person as he wishes.

~ 1 Corinthians 12; 47, 11
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CARING COOKS

Caring Cooks seek to serve our community by providing meals
on a short term basis to parishioners in need due to illness, or a
death in the family. Those who volunteer offer to be a part of a
rotation of ministers willing to provide a meal or two for a

family that contacts us for help.

EVANGELIZATION

oGo, therefore, and make di sciypgp
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirft,
teaching them to observe all i
A MT 28:19-20
Evangelizing means bringing the Good News of Jesus into every
human situation and seeking to convert individuals and society
by the divine power of the Gospel itself.
Witness, which is the simple living of the faith; and sharing,
which is spreading the Good News of Jesus in an explicit way.

M INISTRY OF CONSOLATION

Through prayer, presence, education and empowerment,
members of the Ministry of Consolation reach out to and

support those who have experienced a loss. They seek to be the
presence of Christ by listening attentively, and having
compassion, empathy and patience. They also run bereavement
support groups, lift up the bereaved and deceased in prayer,
make phone calls and send cards to support the bereaved, invite
speakers and organize prayer services to help those suffering a
loss and coping with grief. They also assist our parish by
participating in the All Souls Mass in support of all parishioners
who have lost a loved one, especially in the last year.
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PRAYERSHAWL MINISTRY

If you knit or crochet, you are invited to help create prayer
shawls which bring comfort to others and serve as a reminder of
Godds embrace and |l ove to thos:
are created the members pray for the recipient and then together
bless the shawls before theyeave their hands to be wrapped
around those who need love and prayers. They serve as a
beauti ful remi nder of Godods ¢
community. If your are a beginner, members will help you to
better your crocheting or knitting skills. Yarn and monetary
donations also will be gratefully accepted. The Prayer Shawl
Ministry meets once a month

RESPECLIFE

The Saint John of the Cross Respect Life ministry strives to focus
on our call to respect the dignity of all life. This ministry engages
in activities that to educate the parish and bring awareness to
issues that relate to the dignity of every life. They also offer
opportunities for our parish to become involved and be

proactive in our call to promote the sanctity of all life in our
community and our world.

S-COND BLESSINGS

The Second Blessings Ministry grew out of a Fund Raising event
and turned into a beautiful ministry. The main focus of Second
Blessings is to organize and conduct a large Fall Rummage Sale
which not only helps to raise funds for our parish, but also serves
the wider community by offering items at very reasonable prices.
This event contains thousands of items donated throughout the
year by parishioners and friends of the Parish that are then sold
to the entire Community. This ministry is open to all, whether
you have a few hours each week or just a few hours during our
sale we would love for you to join us!
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SOCIAL JUSTICEMINISTRY

The outreach of the Social Justice Ministry is to support our
Par i s hos shafing sur giftednesdby supporting the
themes of Catholic Social Teaching, including the./fe and dignity
of the Human Person, tending to the Poor and Vulnerable and
Cari ng for GbheyGlmare heirgiftedness through
handson projects that reach out to the needy in our community
and abroad and by promoting Catholic Social messaging in our
Parish and community. Some of the specific tasks of the Social
Justice Ministry include preparing or serving meals, stuffing
envelopes, selling tickets for raffles or to events that support the
mission of other organizations, coordinating the Giving Tree,
and even traveling to help on mission trips in Nicaragua!
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PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION

Saint John of the Cross Parish School of Religion provides faith
formation for all those in Grades K-6. Sessions are held on
Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:45 a.m. The program
concentrates on teaching the faith, developing a prayer life and
helping our students to understand our Christian responsibility to
others and the world around us. If you would like to teach one

of our PSR classes, please contact the parish office.

FRSTRECONCILIATION &
BUCHARIST

This Sacramental program provides support and preparation that
assists parents in preparing their children to receive the
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist for the first time.
Several sessions are held for parents and children as part of this
preparation process.

CONFIRMATION

Our Confirmation program provides spiritual formation and
education for young people in eight grade or above as they
prepare for the reception of the Sacrament. This program is lead
by our Youth Minister and is staffed by a group of adult advisors
who meet with the young people and function as mentors and
spiritual guides. If you would like to help in this role as an adult
advisor, please contact the parish office.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Euclid Life Teen and EDGE are our youth ministry programs
that have one goal: To lead our teens closer to Christ. It is
about giving teens, from all backgrounds, the opportunity to
encounter Christ in a personal way. We are trying to meet
teens where they are, and bring Christ to them in a way that
is relevant to their lives. We want them to begin to have a
personal relationship with Christ through the various retreats,
conferences, bible studies, and meetings that are offered to
them. The hope is that teens start to make the time to
develop this relationship on their own and bring Christ to
those in their schools, their families and the community.

Euclid Life Teenoffers a number of opportunities for high
school teens to encounter Christ. Our main gathering happens
on Sundays. We meet for the 6:00 p.m. Mass at Ss. Robert
and William and have a Life Night afterward. This is an
opportunity for our teens to grow through Mass, service,
socials and catechetical nights.

Another opportunity offered is Areopaguswhich is held on
Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. at SRW. Faith meets Culture in
this coffeehouse style discussion on current event topics.

Euclid EDGEs the ministry for 7th and 8th graders. We meet
on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Community
Center Basement to dive deeper into our faith through
community building, service and learning more about the
faith. We try to help them develop a relationship with Christ
at an early age so that as they enter high school, they have a
good moral guide to help lead them and a community that
can support them.
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BOCCE

St. John of the Cross has a beautiful Bocce Court right here on

the parish grounds. Our Bocce Leagues play Jup&ugust.

There is a Womends League that
and a Couplesd League that pl ay
always looking for more players. This is a wonderful way to

enjoy the sport and to meet other parishioners. Hope to see

you on the courts!

BINGO

Bingo is played here every Thursday evening. Bingo has been,
and continues to be, an important means of supporting our
Parish. Our dedicated group of bingo volunteers have given
their time week in and week out for many years. However,
they can always use more help. Please consider helping the
parish by giving just a few hours on a Thursday evening.
Please call the Parish Office for more information.

COLLECTION COUNTERS

Collection Counters serve the parish by working together in
teams counting the gifts received at Mass through the
collection. Each team counts once every 4 weeks so the time
commitment is approximately 2 hours per month on Sunday
or Monday mornings. A desire to help the parish, work as
part of a team and volunteer a few hours during the month
are the only qualifications.
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HNANCE COUNCIL

The Finance Council is a consultative body that assists the Pastor
in meeting his responsibilities of managing the financial and
assets of the parish. The Council provides advice and
recommendations about budgeting and financial reporting to the
parish. Finance Council Members are appointed by the Pastor
and are familiar with business, budgeting and general
administration of parish operations. Members should also be
familiar with profit & loss statements and balance sheets. The
Finance Council meets monthly (3rd Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m.). If you desire to be considered for membership,
please contact the Pastor.

HOSPITALITYM INISTRY

The Hospitality Ministry strives to bring the welcome of Christ to
all. They coordinate and serve at Hospitality Weekend, which is
held the 2nd weekend of the month which is a reception
occurring after each Mass, with refreshments and wonderful
fellowship. The group also helps with various parish events and
meetings that require refreshments.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, family, fraternal, service
organization. Providing many fraternal benefits to members, and
opportunities for our members to make a difference in the lives
of our families, Church, and communities. Our newly formed
council 15737 is in an exciting period of growth and

development as families come together in faith and fellowship to
make a difference. Our programs include youth and family
events, supporting special requests of our Pastor and assisting in
the church, supporting the culture of life, and much more.
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PARISH PASTORALCOUNCIL

The mission statement for Paris
supports the decision making of the Pastor and acts as a liaison
bet ween parishioners, all paris
Council assists the Pastor in planning for the future of the parish

and in promoting the spiritual growth of the parish community.

The Council is regulated by the norms issued by the Bishop of

the Cleveland Diocese. This consultative body deals with

pastoral planning and policies and is intended to provide

visionary coverage and strategic overall direction to the Parish.
Parish Council meets once a month.

SAINT HACREM INISTRY

The St. Fiacre Ministry cares for the grounds that surround the
buildings on our parish property and helps to keep our grounds
beautiful. Families or groups of individuals can adopt a small
section in which to plant or help in the overall care of the
grounds.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

The Young Adult Ministry is a group of adults ages 2140 that are
interested in meeting other Catholics their age, providing service
to the community, developing their faith, and sharing their lives
and their God-given gifts. Members of the Young Adult Ministry
have an interest for sharing faith and fellowship with others in
their age group. Time commitment is minimal. Come when you
can. There are no regular scheduled meetings at this time, but we
are planning events. Being a member of the Core Team is a
leadership role with a commitment to helping in the planning of
events.
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M INISTRY POSSIBILITIES

The Parish of St. John of the Cross
is always open to the many possibilities we have to
reach out in faith to the people of God.

If you have a desire to share your gifts in a specific way
or have identified a need within our community
please call us at the parish office.

THANK YOU

TO ALL WHO GENEROUSLY SHARE
THEIR GIFTS AND HELP TO MAKE THE
KINGDOM OF GOD PRESENT IN SO
MANY PLACES!

Sharing Our Gifts
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HISTORYOF
Sr. JOHN OF THE CROSSPARISH

St. John of the Cross Parish was formed on November 29,
2009 as part of the reconfiguration of the Cleveland
Catholic Diocese by the merging of St. Felicitas and St. Paul
parishes. The parish is located at the St. Felicitas Church
campus. The parish name was selected by Bishop Richard
Lennon from a list of several suggestions compiled from
each merging parish.

The St. John of The Cross Parish campus consists of four
main structures: our church including a gathering area and
dividable meeting rooms, a rectory with business offices,
parish life building and a residential building. We also have
an outdoor shrine where early Sunday Mass is celebrated in
this beautiful wooded setting during the summer months.
There is a set of bocce courts, baseball field, and football/
multi-purpose field. The campus is situated on the
southernmost border of Euclid, Ohio, bordering Richmond
Heights, on approximately 9 acres with the buildings
surrounded by woodland.

St. John of the Cross




WHO IS
Sr. JOHN OF THE CROS?

(1542-1591)

Our patron, Saint John of the Cross, was a Spanish
mystic, Carmelite friar and priest. He was born in Spain
in 1542, and learned the importance of selfsacrificing
love from his parents. After joining the Carmelites,
St. Teresa of Avila asked him to help her reform the
order. But many of the Carmelites felt threatened, so
John was kidnapped and locked in a dark cell. He was
able to pray the divine office only when a ray of sunlight
penetrated through a tiny slit in the window high on the
wall and was able to write what became some of his
greatest works. After nine months John escaped and
made his way back to the Carmelites convent. His life of
poverty and persecution could have produced a bitter
cynic. Instead it gave birth to a compassionate mystic,
who | ived by the belief that
persuaded to | ove God by

Where there is no love, plit
and you will find love

~Saint John of the G
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ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS
Map of our Parish Grounds
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