
 

Celebration of Eucharist 
Saturday Vigil ............................... 4:00 pm 
Sunday……….……..9:00 am & 11:00 am 

Monday & Thursday ..................... 6:30 pm 
Tuesday & Friday ......................... 8:15 am 
Holy Day.......... 8:15 am, 12:00 & 6:30 pm 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday .................... 9:00 am−4:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday ........................................ 3:00 pm 

 

Rosary  
is prayed after the Tuesday and Friday 

morning Masses. 
 

Marriage 
Arrangements are to be made at least six 

months in advance.  Please call  
Fr. Sal at the Parish Office. 

 

Baptisms 
Expectant parents are to attend a Baptism 

Class prior to making Baptismal 
arrangements. 

 

140 RICHMOND ROAD 

EUCLID, OHIO 44143 
 

Website: www.saintjohnofthecross.org 

Parish Office: 216-289-0770  

Parish Staff 
Rev. Salvatore M. Ruggeri .................................................... Pastor 

Rev. Timothy Buyansky, OSB .................................... Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Edward E. Mehok ............................................... Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Mr. Charles Doerpers ............................................................ Deacon 

Martha Dodd ......................................... Principal for Student Success at 

 Ss. Robert and William School 

Kate Fraser………………………………………………..Youth Minister 

Ben Koval….………………….……………Director of Music & Liturgy 

Kay Magri.. ................................................................. Business Manager 

 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday−Friday ............................................................. 8:00 am−4:00 pm 

Saturday......................................................................... 9:00 am−1:00 pm 
 

Parish Membership 
All are welcome! 

Please register at the Parish Office. 
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Sunday:  2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-5/Col 1:12-20 
  Lk 23:35-43 
Monday:  Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1-6/Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday:  Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10-13/Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday:  Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1-3, 7-9/Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday:  Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a 
  Ps 100:1-5/Lk 21:20-28 
Friday:  Rv 20:1-4, 11--21:2/Ps 84:3-6, 8 
  Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday:  Rv 22:1-7/Ps 95:1-7/Lk 21:34-36 
Next Sunday:  Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-9/Rom 13:11-14 
  Mt 24:37-44  
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Our Mission 
 

We are the Catholic Community of 

St. John of the Cross, established in 2009.  

Uniting the people of God as one family,  

we are rooted in, and empowered by, our  

sacramental life  and Eucharistic celebrations. 

Living as disciples of Jesus Christ,  

we recognize our God given potential and  

challenge one another to share our giftedness,  

embrace our diversity, and engage in  

social outreach, service and education. 

 In doing so, we seek to extend the reign of God  

in Euclid and the wider community. 

Living Mercy in the 
              Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Today Luke, evangelist and by tradition artist, sends us 
forth from this Jubilee Year of Mercy  with an unforgetta-
ble portrait of Christ the King. The setting for Jesus’ 
“royal portrait” is the cross. From this “throne”, the cruci-
fied “crown prince” welcomes by “executive pardon” the 
kingdom of mercy’s first citizen, a fellow criminal. The 
“Good Thief” requests neither deliverance nor salvation, 
or even forgiveness: “Remember me when…” (Luke 
23:42). “Today you will be with me,” King Jesus promis-
es, “in paradise.” (23:43). Paradise, even for non-
believers, is an image of creation contentedly in harmo-
ny with self, fellow creatures, and Creator. Today, we 
“good thieves” beg Jesus  to remember us. We promise 
to remember that, although Jesus’ kingdom will be ful-
filled only when Jesus’ returns, that kingdom begins to-
day in the paradise that will flower from this Jubilee Year 
of Mercy. We disciples, having been embraced uncondi-
tionally and undeservedly by Jesus’ mercy, must now go 
forth to embrace all others, unconditionally, with that 
same unfailing mercy.                           —Peter Scagnelli FAMILY PERSPECTIVES  

 
Jesus did not come down from the cross to retaliate 
against those who were mocking him. He gave his 
life to forgive them and each of us. In families the 
angry word easily flies, fueled more by fatigue and 
frustration than by a deliberate desire to hurt. Most 
often we don’t even realize the impact. In our fami-
lies, pray for God’s help and seek forgiveness ra-
ther than retaliating or holding on to resentments.  

 
THANKSGIVING DAY MASS will 
be at 9:30am on Thursday, Novem-
ber 24th. This is an opportunity for 
our St. John of the Cross Family to 
gather to offer our prayers of grati-

tude for all of God’s blessings in our community this 
past year. There will be a social after the Mass with 
coffee and pastry. 

ADVENT COMMUNAL  
PENANCE SERVICE 

 

St. John of the Cross Parish, 
together with Ss. Robert and 
William Parish, will celebrate 
our annual Advent Communal 

Reconciliation Service here at St. John of 
the Cross on Monday evening, December 5th, 
at 6:30pm. We will join together in prayer, 
seeking the peace that comes with the endless 
mercy of our God, and will also have the oppor-
tunity to  celebrate the Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation. Please join us in receiving God's for-
giveness and grace as we begin to look for-
ward to the coming of Emmanuel - God's most 
precious act of love and mercy for us.   
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FROM THE DESK OF OUR PASTOR 
 
 
 

On this Thanksgiving Day, Americans are encouraged to pause and give thanks to 
God. In his Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1863, President Abraham Lincoln wrote: 
“The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful 
fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we 
are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added which 
are of so extraordinary a nature that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the 
heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God.” 

 
Now remember, in 1863, the United States was fighting a brutal Civil War.  Thousands of young Americans 
had died, while others faced the prospect of imminent death. Yet, in the midst of such a challenging time, 
President Lincoln called upon Americans to remember the richness of God’s blessings and to be thankful. 
 
So it should be with us. In many ways, 2016 has not been an easy year for our nation. Our country’s election 
has caused great division and violence has broken out in our streets, natural disasters have devastated parts 
of our country, people have senselessly died in our streets, some of our brave soldiers have died overseas, 
natural disasters have devastated entire cities.   
 
Maybe we need to hear the encouragement of Abraham Lincoln again. In spite of our challenges and set-
backs, we have been richly blessed by God. Thanksgiving is due just as much today as it was in 1863, per-
haps even more.   
 
I have, in my life,  been trying to go deeper when it comes to gratitude…to not just thank God for all that is 
well, but for those people and things that I may have not considered before.  As long as I’m being thankful for 
something, say, our nation, I pray that I am thankful for the whole thing.  I pray that I’m thankful for all the 
people, all the races, all the ages and perspectives, the heroes and the ones who struggle. Everybody.  I 
pray that in being grateful for my family, I can give thanks for ALL of them, even the ones who I may not 
agree with or get along with. I pray that as I consider the thankfulness in my heart for our parish, I can also be 
thankful for the things that do not always go well, for the struggles in ministry, because they serve to make 
me ever more aware of my dependency on God. 
 
What the words of Abraham Lincoln remind us is that, even in the midst of difficulty and darkness, we have 
reason to be grateful to God. They remind us to be truly aware of God’s blessings, and to go beyond thank-
ing God for the “obvious” things, and thanking God only when life is going exactly as we anticipated, but to 
thank God each day, and for all things that He has given to us.  When we take on this attitude of being grate-
ful always, we can see God’s grace ever more clearly in our lives. 
 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,  
and into his courts with praise: be thankful to him, and bless his name. 

           ~Psalm 100:4 
 
May this Thanksgiving be a truly blessed one for you and your family. 
 
 
With gratitude to God………………………………………………...……………………….. 



REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK  
AND THEIR CAREGIVERS... 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

COUNTERS 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Counters for Monday, Nov. 28th…………...”D” Team 

MONDAY   The presentation of the    NOV. 21 
   Blessed Virgin Mary  
   6:30 p.m.  Vincent Veneziano 
 
TUESDAY   St. Cecilia                          NOV. 22 

   8:15 a.m.  Rose Carmosino 

 
WEDNESDAY  Weekday                            NOV. 23    
   
THURSDAY  St. Andrew Dung-Lac            NOV. 24  
  9:30 a.m.   Jim Proctor 
  
FRIDAY  Weekday                            NOV. 25                                            
  8:15 a.m.  Franc & Ann Sustar 
           
SATURDAY Weekday                            NOV. 26  
   4:00 p.m. Sylvia & Anton Milavec 

 
SUNDAY   First Sunday of Advent    NOV. 27 
   9:00 a.m.    Dick Urbancic 
 11:00 a.m. Elaine Fuchs 

Richmond Hts. Hospital-Wed. Nov. 23rd…...Chris H. 
Grande Pointe-Sunday, Nov. 27th……………....Matt 

MINISTERS SCHEDULE —NOVEMBER 26-27, 2016 

MASS PRESIDER GREETERS LECTOR 1 LECTOR 2 EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SERVERS 

Sat.  
4:00pm 

Fr. Timothy M. Hiti 
S. Thomas- 
     Greaves 

T. Hocevar C. Williams K. Brown, P. Kiikka, M. Malta,  
W. Nalepka, J. Oberle, B. Pophal, 
R. Raguz, S. Ruggeri 

J. Schmidt 

Sun. 
9:00am 

Fr. Mehok J. Chounet 
C. Hainrihar 

B. Contorno D. Wagner L. Bochenek, R. Corbo,  
T. Davisson, A. Dean,  
M. Haritonovich, R. Somich,  
M. Somich, M. Wagner 

A. Somich 
E. Somich 

Sun. 
11:00am 

Fr. Sal D. Mallett 
R. Simek 

G.Haritonovich J. Johnson D. Apanasewicz, J. Bretz, J. Bretz, 
K. Burke, E. Dulaney,  
M. Haritonovich, S. Johnson,  
K. Musarra 

K. Matlock 
O. Matlock 

Beverley Argento,  Ann Barni, Eileen Baur,  
Trovatore Briganti, Jane DePalma,  

David & Barbara DeProspero, Lillian Dolenc,  
Constance Durrah, Mary Frain, Patrick Gornick, 

Ann Grossman, Joe Hocevar, Marlene Hoageson, 
Andrew Jarm, Doris Kowalski, Evelyn Kublin,  

Lucille Kucharski, Daniel Latessa, Joan Latessa, 
Marie Lipold, Joe Matejka, Ronald Maxey,  
Pete McVoy, Linda Moore, Linda Palko,  

Anna Pepock, Joan Raddell, Martha Rymer,  
Jeanette Schlatt, Judy Schmidt, Carole Smigelski, 

Frank Somrack, John Tarmann, John Tousel,  
 Marcie Vanek,  Leonard Vargo, and  

Debbie Williams 
Please remember our elderly  

and homebound as well. 

Please notify the Parish Office when a name 
can be removed from this list. 
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ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK 
HOTLINE 216-289-0770 ext. 33: Call and leave a 
short message regarding your request.  Let us know 
when your request has been answered. We can al-
so offer prayers of thanksgiving. All information will 
be kept confidential. 

 
 
 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES TO THE  

FAMILY OF: 

Allan Glagola 

MAY THEY KNOW THE PEACE AND COMFORT 
OF GOD’S LOVE AND FIND STRENGTH IN THE 

SUPPORT OF FAMILY AND OUR  
PARISH COMMUNITY. 
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 NEWS AT ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS     

FR. MEHOK’S SCRIPTURE STUDY continues on  
Monday evenings at 7:30pm in Rm. 6 of the Parish 
Community Center, studying Paul’s Last Letters. 
 
MAKE THIS THE BEST ADVENT EVER: This Ad-
vent be sure to sign up for Best Advent Ever: Redis-
cover Christmas, a free email program from Dy-
namic Catholic that will help you slow down and 
focus on what really matters during the busy sea-
son. Each day, you’ll receive an email with practical 
tips, free Christmas music, or an inspirational video 
from Dr. Allen Hunt and other Catholic voices of our 
time. The program is simple. All you have to do is 
sign up at BestAdventEver.com. Your experience of 
Christmas will be unlike any you’ve experienced 
before. Are you ready for your best Advent ever? 
 
BOOK OF INTENTIONS:  Beginning the first 
Sunday of Advent, a Book of Intentions will be 
placed near the Holy Family statues. Please stop by 
to write in a prayer intention and to also pray for the 
intentions of our parishioners.  
 
SS. ROBERT & WILLIAM SCHOOL: 
Meet Miss Mary Ellen Darrah.  She has a Second 
Grade homeroom and teaches Math to students in 
Grades 2 -3.  Here is Miss Darrah’s mission: 
We the students in Miss Darrah’s second grade 
classroom will always do our best to reach our 
goals. We will achieve this through hard work and 
dedication. We will work together as a team using 
our individual talents to excel academically and 
spiritually. As Jesus Christ followers, we will take 
responsibility for our actions and follow the school 
procedures. As the teacher, I have high expecta-
tions for all my students. It is my goal to get your 
child to love learning and develop their individual 
gifts and talents. We are ALL IN! 
 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER SERVICE WITH OTH-
ER EUCLID FAITH COMMUNITIES 
On Tuesday, November 22 at 6:30 PM, Ss. Rob-
ert and William will be hosting an ecumenical prayer 
service for Thanksgiving, focusing on Unity in 
Thanksgiving.  All churches and faith communities 
in Euclid are invited to participate, and members of 
our choir will be participating in the Unity Choir.  
Also attending will be the Mayor of Euclid and mem-
bers of the City Council.  This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for us to gather with others of faith the 
thank God for the blessings He has bestowed on 
us.  Please plan to attend! 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER: On Saturday, De-
cember 3rd we are delighted to once again host 
the Annual St John of the Cross Parish Christmas 
Dinner. We’re preparing for a lovely evening of fel-
lowship, food and fun. We’ll begin the evening after 
the 4:00pm Mass. Starting at about 5:15pm we’ll 
have a selection of hot and cold appetizers, includ-
ing smoked tomato soup, all specially prepared for 
you to enjoy with an adult beverage or our holiday 
punch. We’ll start dinner service about 6:30pm with 
salad and we’re pleased to once again serve our 
homemade bread, which was a big hit at the Pasta 
Dinner!  Next there will be a buffet of roasted loin of 
beef, chicken limone, baked smashed potatoes and 
buttered peas with pearl onions.  We will offer a veg-
etarian entrée, but ONLY if you specifically request it 
at the time you purchase your tickets.  After dinner 
we’ll announce the door prize winners as we enjoy 
dessert and coffee. Tickets are $15/person and $6/
child and will be available after Masses in the Gath-
ering Area or at the Parish Office through Nov. 27th.   
 
HONEYBAKED HAMS:  Time to get in your Honey 
Baked Ham orders to support Euclid Life Teen and 
EDGE! The funds raised through this endeavor are 
put toward retreats and conventions for Life Teen 
and EDGE. Thank you in advance for your support 
and most importantly for your prayers. Order dead-
line is Wednesday, December 14th with pick on Fri-
day December 23rd. Order forms are in the gather-
ing area, if you have questions please contact Kate 
Fraser at kfraser@saintjohnofthecross.org 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE LITURGY:  All chil-
dren are invite to participate in the Children’s Christ-
mas Eve Liturgy, at 4:00pm. Please contact the Par-
ish Office if you are interested. 
 
SAVE THE DATE—April 29, 2017: The date is set 
for our 3rd Annual Spring Extravaganza. This year 
will be honoring our own Fr. Mehok. So mark your 
calendar now because you don’t want to miss this 
very special event and tribute to Fr. Mehok. If you 
would like to be part of the planning committee or 
help out at the event, please contact Marilyn Wagner 
if you have any questions  216- 235-4018. 
 
50 DAYS OF HOLIDAY CASH tickets and money 
can be returned to the parish office or placed in the 
green drop office box. To be eligible for the first 
drawing, please return no later than Tuesday, No-
vember 22nd. Thank you for your support. 
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GIVING TREE 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Our Saint John of the Cross Giving Tree will be up beginning with the 9:30am Mass on  
Thanksgiving, November 24th.   We offer some suggestions. 
 
BIRTHRIGHT (pink tags) There is a big need for diapers in small packages. Size newborn,1,2,3,4, 
and 5 are needed. All sizes of clothing newborn through 18 months along with bibs, blankets,  dia-
per rash cream, baby lotion, baby wash, rattles, wipes and/or BPA free bottles are needed un-
wrapped.  
 
DIOCESIAN PRISON MINISTRY (gold tags)  First class postage stamps are needed. The 
sheets of stamps are taken apart and only a few are given to each prisoner so please do not wrap 
but place in any envelope. Please do not use Christmas cards. 
 
LEGION OF MARY (yellow tags)  Word search puzzle books, candy,  gentle hand soap and 
hospital slipper socks for a home bound senior are needed. Please place all in a gift bag with the 
tag attached. 
 
SAINT ALOYSIUS HUNGER CENTER (blue tags) Children and adult sweatshirts in all sizes 
are needed. Board games and card games for children are also appreciated. Please wrap each in-
dividually. 
 
THEA BOWMAN HUNGER CENTER AND WORKS OF MERCY PROGRAM (orange tags) Gift 
cards from Giant Eagle, Walmart, Speedway and Sunoco are needed. Please place these in the 
offertory basket. 
 
ROSE MARY CENTER AND GROUP HOMES (white tags) Specific items requested by the res-
idents will be on the tree. Please wrap. 
 
PADRE TOMAS  (purple tags) A monetary donation to complete the renovation to Padre To-
mas’ rectory/community building in Nicaragua is appreciated. Please make a check out to Saint 
John of the Cross with the name Padre Tomas on the memo line and drop off at the rectory or drop 
in the offertory basket.  
 
GIFT CARDS (green tags) These gift cards help some parishioners and all the organizations. 
They are used to buy items not purchased by parishioners but still needed. We need Dave’s Giant 
Eagle, Marc’s, Target, and Walmart. Please place these in the offertory basket. 
 

Please make sure to take the tag that corresponds to your gift and ATTACH THE TAG TO THE 

GIFT. All gifts must be returned to the gathering area no later than noon on Sunday, December 

11th. They will immediately be sorted and picked up by the various organizations. Please drop off 

the gift cards, postage stamps, and checks for Padre Tomas at the rectory or place in the offertory 

baskets. There will not be a box for these in the gathering area until Sunday, December 11th. 

Thank you ever so much for your understanding and cooperation.  

Peace Always………………………………………………………...………..The Social Justice Ministry 



YOUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
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Last Week’s Giving…………………………$6,317.00 

Last Week’s Online Giving..…….…………$1,166.00 

Last Week’s Maintenance Giving……………$651.00 

Last Week’s Online Maintenance Giving….…$82.50 

Total…………………….…………..……..…$8,216.50 

All Saints Giving…………………………….$1,236.00 
All Souls Giving…………………………..……$551.01 

 
God bless you for your generosity.   

Your support is needed and greatly appreciated. 

 

 
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21st 

 
            MONDAY-NOVEMBER 21st 
 6:30pm PSR; Gr.7-8 (PCB) 
 7:00pm Edge (PCB) 
 7:30pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture Study  
 (Rm. 6) 
 
 TUESDAY-NOVEMBER 22nd 
 7:00pm Legion of Mary (MR2) 
 7:00pm Boy Scout Meeting (Rm. 6) 
 
 WEDNESDAY-NOVEMBER 23rd 
 7:00pm Adult Ensemble (C) 
 
 THURSDAY-NOVEMBER 24th-
 Thanksgiving 
 Parish Office Closed 
 9:30am Mass (C) 
  
 FRIDAY-NOVEMBER 25th 
 Parish Office Closed 
 8:00pm AA Meeting (Rm. 6) 
  
 SATURDAY-NOVEMBER 26th 
 7:00am Men’s Prayer Group (Rm.6) 
  
 SUNDAY-NOVEMBER 27th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C-Church 
MR2-Meeting Room #2 
SHR-Sacred Heart Room 
P-Parish Office 
PG-Parish Grounds 
G-Gym               
PC-Parish Community Center   
PCB-Parish Community Basement 
Rm. 6 in Parish Community Center 
SRW-Ss. Robert and William 

PARISH SCHEDULE                   
                      

Pledge Progress 
                     

221 responses 
           

 

Annual Pledge Increase  $26,372. 

END OF THE YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS: We recog-
nize and greatly appreciate your contributions to the 
parish as your gift to the Church. Your generosity 
allows our parish to continue the many ministries 
here at St. John of the Cross. There can be tax ben-
efits to your contributions in the year they are made. 
2016 contributions must be received by the parish 
on or before December 31, 2016 or if mailed, the 
postmark must be on or before December 31, 2016. 
This year, December 31st is a Saturday. The 
4:00pm Mass contributions will be posted to 
2016.  The Sunday Masses, on January 1, 2017 
will be posted to 2017. We are obligated, by law, 
to post the contribution when it is received regard-
less of the date on the check.  If you have any ques-
tions regarding year end contributions please feel 
free to contact our Business Manager, Kay Magri, 
(216) 289-0770. 

********************************************************* 
 

2016 Contribution statements will not be 
mailed out this year unless requested.  Please fill 
out the form below and drop off either at the parish 
office, green drop off box or in the collection bas-
ket.  All statements requested will be mailed out 
before the end of January. 
 
Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________ 


