SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS
R O M A N

C A T H O L I C

P A R I S H

DECEMBER 11, 2016 • THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

140 RICHMOND ROAD
EUCLID, OHIO 44143
Website: www.saintjohnofthecross.or g
Parish Office: 216-289-0770
Parish Staff
Rev. Salvatore M. Ruggeri .................................................... Pastor
Rev. Timothy Buyansky, OSB .................................... Weekend Assistant
Rev. Edward E. Mehok ............................................... Weekend Assistant
Rev. Mr. Charles Doerpers............................................................ Deacon
Martha Dodd ......................................... Principal for Student Success at
Ss. Robert and William School
Kate Fraser………………………………………………..Y outh Minister
Ben Koval….………………….……………Director of Music & Liturgy
Kay Magri.. ................................................................. Business Manager

Parish Office Hours
Monday−Friday ............................................................. 8:00 am−4:00 pm
Saturday......................................................................... 9:00 am−1:00 pm

Parish Membership
All are welcome!
Please register at the Parish Office.

Celebration of Eucharist

Saturday Vigil ............................... 4:00 pm
Sunday……….……..9:00 am & 11:00 am
Monday & Thursday ..................... 6:30 pm
Tuesday & Friday ......................... 8:15 am
Holy Day..... 8:15 am, 12:00pm & 6:30 pm

Eucharistic Adoration

First Friday .................... 9:00 am−4:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday ........................................ 3:00 pm

Rosary

is prayed after the Tuesday and Friday
morning Masses.

Marriage
Arrangements are to be made at least six
months in advance. Please call
Fr. Sal at the Parish Office.

Baptisms

Expectant parents are to attend a Baptism
Class prior to making Baptismal
arrangements.
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I truly hope that you do not miss it…in the midst of the hectic pace of this season, we are offering a
time to pray, to reflect, to sing, to gather, to do exactly what it is that we are asked to do…to prepare for the
coming of Christ.
On December 16 at 7:00 PM, Saint John of the Cross Parish and Covenant Baptist will be hosting an
Evening of Lessons and Carols here, in our church. Many have never experienced this service,
which is a beautiful way for us to slow down for a moment, refocus ourselves, and truly enter into the spirit of
this Advent season.
Why should you attend? Here are 5 reasons:
1.) You Will Hear God’s Word
Lessons and Carols is not a musical concert, but rather the story of God’s plan for salvation as revealed in His Word. That story begins with the fall of Adam and Eve, continues with the foretelling of
the coming of the Messiah, and concludes with the Word made flesh in the first chapter of John. Each
reading is followed by one or more carols, allowing for further meditation on the text. You will leave a
Lessons and Carols service having heard an overview of all of salvation history.
2.) You Will Sing, and Singing Is Good
3.) You Will Unite with Christians Across Time and Space
As we gather with our brothers and sisters in Christ from Covenant Baptist, we will be united across
time and space, not just with those standing at your left and right, but with Christians around the world
both today and in the past who have listened to the same readings and sung the same texts.
4.) You Will Be Transported to Another World
We will be transported to a world removed from the one with which we contend on a daily basis. This
time will offer us a respite from the frantic pace of our culture during this time.
5.) You Will Remember What Christmas Is All About
We will be reminded, as Linus reminded Charlie Brown, of “what Christmas is all about.” At this time
of year there is no shortage of “Christmas.” It’s everywhere, but the world’s Christmas is not the
Church’s Christmas. We need to slow down, remember exactly what, and WHO we are celebrating.
Realizing that time is in short supply during the month of December, you will not be sorry that you came. The
spiritual benefit of Lessons and Carols will far exceed the small amount of time you put into it. Please set
aside some time this Advent season, and give yourself and your family a gift that will cost absolutely nothing
but will immeasurably enrich your spirit throughout the season ahead.
I truly hope that I will see you there and have the blessing of praying and preparing ourselves for coming of
Christ with you.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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Our Mission

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Vigil Masses—Saturday, December 24th
4:00pm (Children’s)
6:30pm and 10:00pm
Mass on Christmas Day—Sunday,
December 25th
9:00am only
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation
Vigil Mass—Saturday, December 31st
4:00pm
Sunday, January 1st
9:00am and 11:00am

We are the Catholic Community of
St. John of the Cross, established in 2009.
Uniting the people of God as one family,
we are rooted in, and empowered by, our
sacramental life and Eucharistic celebrations.
Living as disciples of Jesus Christ,
we recognize our God given potential and
challenge one another to share our giftedness,
embrace our diversity, and engage in
social outreach, service and education.
In doing so, we seek to extend the reign of God
in Euclid and the wider community.

FAMILY PERSPECTIVES
The question in today’s gospel demands a
response: “Are you the one… or shall we look
elsewhere?” Put another way: Do you live your life
in the way that gives clear guidance to others?
Or must children and friends look elsewhere for
direction: to sitcoms, athletes and politicians!
The gospel asks, are you the one to
bring Christ to others?

St. John of the Cross
Priest and Doctor of the Church
Feast Day—December 14th
Sunday:

Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146/Jas 5:7-10
Mt 11:2-11
Monday:
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,
10ab/Jdt 13/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Tuesday:
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Ps 85
Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday:
Is 54:1-10/Ps 30/Lk 7:24-30
Friday:
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67/Jn 5:33-36
Saturday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72/Mt 1:1-17
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1-7
Mt 1:18-24

“Be content simply with a loving
and peaceful attentiveness to God.”
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY
6:30 p.m.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Betty Brayer

DEC. 12

TUESDAY
8:15 a.m.

St. Lucy
Nancy Piascik

DEC. 13

WEDNESDAY St. John of the Cross

DEC. 14

THURSDAY
6:30 p.m.

Advent Weekday
Vincent Veneziano

DEC. 15

FRIDAY
8:15 a.m.

Advent Weekday
Harold Baldini

DEC. 16

SATURDAY
4:00 p.m.

Late Advent Weekday
Darlene Brokamp

DEC. 17

SUNDAY
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

4th Sunday of Advent
John Gorgon
Angela Abate

DEC. 18

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS
PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE
216-289-0770 ext. 33
Call and leave a short message regarding your request. Let us know when your request has been
answered. We can also offer prayers of thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential.
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REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
AND THEIR CAREGIVERS...
Beverley Argento, Ann Barni, Trovatore Briganti,
Jane DePalma, David & Barbara DeProspero,
Deacon Charles Doerpers, Lillian Dolenc,
Steve Dreyer, Constance Durrah, Mary Frain,
Ann Grossman, Joe Hocevar, Marlene Hoageson,
Andrew Jarm, Doris Kowalski, Evelyn Kublin,
Lucille Kucharski, Daniel Latessa, Joan Latessa,
Marie Lipold, Joe Matejka, Ronald Maxey,
Linda Moore, Joe Pastore, Anna Pepock,
Joan Raddell, Martha Rymer, Carole Smigelski,
Frank Somrack, John Tarmann, John Tousel,
Marcie Vanek, and Debbie Williams
Please remember our elderly
and homebound as well.
Please notify the Parish Office when a name
can be removed from this list.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Richmond Hts. Hospital-Wed. Dec.14th……..Regina
Grande Pointe-Sunday, Dec. 18th………..Eric & Jeff

COUNTERS
Counters for Monday, Dec.19th…………....”C” Team

MINISTERS SCHEDULE —DECEMBER 17-18, 2016
MASS

PRESIDER

GREETERS

LECTOR 1

LECTOR 2

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

SERVERS

Sat.
4:00pm

Fr. Timothy K. Beyer
A. Molle

S. ThomasGreaves

C. Williams

T. Brokamp, M. Freas, P. Kiikka,
K. Brokamp
J. Monger, M. Monger, M. Monger, J. Monger
W. Nalepka, J. Page

Sun.
9:00am

Fr. Mehok

J. Chounet
T. Chounet

L. Miller

R. Somich

L. Ashcroft, L. Bochenek, A. Dean, A. Champa
D. DiMare, E. Edelman, L. Fulton, A. Somich
C. Hainrihar, K. Sorc

Sun.
11:00am

Fr. Sal

D.Apanasewicz L. Williams
B. Contorno
M. Van Gorder

R. Apanasewicz, J. Berquist,
J. Hocevar, D. Hocevar,
J. Kirchmeir, F. Koballa,
A. Koballa, T. Wetzel

C. Knox
W. Knox
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NEWS AT ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS
A SINCERE THANK YOU to all who
worked so hard to make our Christmas
dinner such a wonderful evening for
our parishioners and our visitors. So
much planning and care went into the
preparation of food, the door prizes, the setup, and
clean up, and it truly paid off. What a wonderful
way for us to take a moment during this Advent
Season to slow down and to share a meal with our
brothers and sisters in Christ.
SAVE THE DATE—April 29, 2017: The date is set
for our 3rd Annual Spring Extravaganza. This
year will be honoring our own Fr. Mehok. So
mark your calendar now because you don’t want to
miss this very special event and tribute to Fr. Mehok. If you would like to be part of the planning
committee please contact Marilyn Wagner at 216235-4018.
COAT DRIVE: Euclid Life Teen
is putting on a Coat Drive for the
Catholic Worker House in Cleveland. There are many homeless
who come to CWH looking for
coats, scarves, gloves and hats
to stay warm during the Winter season. They are
currently in desperate need of some gently used
Winter items, especially coats, to be donated.
Please bring whatever you are able to offer. There
will be a box for the coat drive in the back of the
Church from now until January 15th. Bring any coats
you might be able to and donate them for this worthy cause.

FR. MEHOK’S SCRIPTURE STUDY continues on
Monday evenings at 7:30pm in Rm. 6 of the Parish
Community Center, studying Paul’s Last Letters.
BOOK OF INTENTIONS: A Book of Intentions
has been placed near the Holy Family statues.
Please stop by to write in a prayer intention and to
also pray for the intentions of our parishioners.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE LITURGY: All children are invite to participate in the Children’s Christmas Eve
Liturgy, at 4:00pm. Please contact the
Parish Office if you are interested.
CALLING ALL BAKERS! We are in need of
Christmas cookies or other baked goods for our reception after our Service of Lessons and Carols
on December 16th. If you are already baking for
your family celebrations or office parties, please consider donating some to our special Advent evening
event. Donations can be delivered to the parish office. Please call Ben Koval with any questions you
may have.
‘KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS’ POSTER CONTEST: Create a poster expressing the theme
‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ and honor Him whose
birth the Angels sing! Posters should be approximately 11x17 inches and the work of a single person
between the ages of 5 and 14 (as of November
1). Posters will be judged based on their slogan,
visuals, and overall impact. Winning contestants in
each age group (ages 5-7, 8-10, and 11-14) will receive a cash prize and be entered in a district competition. Poster board and contest entry forms will
be available in the gathering area. Finished posters
may be delivered to the contest display in the gathering area, to the parish office, or to any Knight of
Columbus. Posters must be submitted by Sunday,
December 18. Good luck to the artists!
HONEYBAKED HAMS: Time to get in your Honey
Baked Ham orders to support Euclid Life Teen and
EDGE! The funds raised through this endeavor are
put toward retreats and conventions for Life Teen
and EDGE. Thank you in advance for your support
and most importantly for your prayers. Order deadline is Wednesday, December 14th with pick on Friday December 23rd. Order forms are in the gathering area, if you have questions please contact Kate
Fraser at kfraser@saintjohnofthecross.org
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LITURGICAL TRIBUTE FUND
Sincere thank you for your donations to our
Liturgical Tribute Fund…
In Memory of Tom Ashcroft…...........………………
………………………………………Rose Ann Tepley

LITURGICAL TRIBUTE FUND: All money that is
donated to this fund in memory of a loved one or
friend, or a special occasion will be used to purchase items utilized in our worship and help us to do
all that we can to assure that we have what we need
to worship reverently and well.

SS. ROBERT & WILLIAM SCHOOL:
Meet Mrs. Colleen Angelo. Mrs. Angelo has a Third
Grade homeroom and teaches Religion to students
in Grades 2 -3. Here is her mission:
The mission of our class is that every child acts as
an image of God by loving themselves and others.
We will work together to create a safe learning environment where every member feels included and
respected. Each day, we will work hard to be leaders for our peers. We will remember to use our gifts
and talents that God has given us to help better our
school community. Through the gifts from the Holy
Spirit, we will continue to build and strengthen our
faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in ourselves and
each other. Each day, we will come in with a smile
and a positive attitude, ready to learn. Teamwork is
the best for our classroom to insure that each friend
will feel loved. We will always be ALL IN, making
sure to be the best third grade students we can be.
We will always remember to keep Jesus the center
of all we think, say, and do. In our classroom we
will be honest and kind. We will give compliments
and use manners. Each student will work hard, and
at times, we will make mistakes, but we will never
give up. We will try each and every day to live
saintly lives by being peacemakers in our school.
Most importantly, we will remember that we are
brought together by the love of Jesus and that we
are one family. All are welcome, all are safe, and
all are loved. As always thank you for your support
of our school.
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NEWS FROM OUR NEIGHBORS
RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND; January 20-22,
2017: Someone once said “marriages may be
made in heaven, but they sure take a lot of work on
earth.” Have you become so distracted by outside
pressure that you neglect your spouse? The
Retrouvaille program can help you put your troubled marriage back on track. This program is supported by the Catholic diocese of Cleveland , but, it
is open to couples of all faiths. The next Cleveland
Retrouvaille weekend will be held on January 2022, 2017. A registration fee of $150 is required to
confirm your reservation. For more information
concerning the program, or to register, please call
Marce or Liz Gliha in complete confidence at 440357-6580, or 1-800-470-2230. For additional information or to register online, please go to
www.helpourmarriage.org.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO SVDP: Give hope to
someone in need. Your used car can become food,
medicine, and rent for the poor in our community.
When you donate your late model car, truck, RV or
boat to the St. Vincent de Paul Society, not only will
you receive a tax deduction to the fullest extent of
the law, you’ll be free from the troubles of insuring,
licensing, repairing and selling your vehicle. We’ll
even provide free towing within 24 hours. It’s quick
and easy and donations help neighbors here in
Northeast Ohio! Call 1-800-322-8284 or donate on
line: www.svdpusa.org

************************************************************
2016 Contribution statements will not be mailed
out this year unless requested. Please fill out the
form below and drop the form off either at the parish
office, green drop off box or in the collection basket.
All statements requested will be mailed out before
the end of January.
Name____________________________________
Address__________________________________
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Pledge Progress
294 responses

Annual Pledge Increase

$31,443.

52 FOR THE FUTURE: Thank you to the 294 Families who have responded to our 52 for the Future
Campaign. If you have been able to increase your
weekly or monthly donation and have not filled out a
card, please let us know so we can count your
pledge. If you have not yet responded it is not too
late. Our goal is within reach but we need your help
to get there. Pledge cards are available in the gathering area or you can pledge online from our website.
END OF THE YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS: We realize
and greatly appreciate your contributions to the parish as your gift to the church. Your generosity allows
our parish to continue the many ministries here at
St. John of the Cross. There can be tax benefits to
your contributions in the year they are made. 2016
contributions must be received by the parish on or
before December 31, 2016 or if mailed, the postmark must be on or before December 31, 2016. This
year, December 31st is a Saturday. The 4:00pm
Mass contributions will be posted to 2016. The
Sunday Masses, on January 1, 2017 will be posted to 2017. We are obligated, by law, to post the
contribution when it is received regardless of the
date on the check. If you have any questions regarding year end contributions please feel free to
contact our Business Manager, Kay Magri, (216)
289-0770.
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PARISH SCHEDULE

WEEK OF DECEMBER 12th
MONDAY-DECEMBER 12th
6:30pm PSR; Gr.7-8 (PCB)
7:00pm Edge (PCB)
7:00pm KofC Meeting (PC)
7:00pm Social Justice Meeting (MR2)
7:00pm Adult Ensemble (C)
7:30pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture Study
(Rm. 6)

TUESDAY-DECEMBER 13th
6:30pm Art & Environment (C)
7:00pm Legion of Mary (MR2)
7:00pm Boy Scout Meeting (Rm. 6)
WEDNESDAY-DECEMBER 14th
7:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry (MR2)
7:00pm Women in Faith (SHR)
7:00pm Adult Ensemble (C)
THURSDAY-DECEMBER 15th
6:30pm Bingo Team #3 (G)
6:30pm Ministry of Consolation (MR2)
FRIDAY-DECEMBER 16th
7:00pm Lessons & Carols (C)
8:00pm AA Meeting (Rm. 6)
SATURDAY-DECEMBER 17th
SUNDAY-DECEMBER 18th
9:30am PSR (PC)

YOUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Last Week’s Giving…………………………$6,179.00
Last Week’s Online Giving..…….…………$1,128.00
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving…………$1,453.00
Last Week’s Online Maintenance Giving...…$454.50
Total…………………….…………..……..…$9,214.50
God bless you for your generosity.
Your support is needed and greatly appreciated.

C-Church
MR2-Meeting Room #2
SHR-Sacred Heart Room
P-Parish Office
PG-Parish Grounds
G-Gym
PC-Parish Community Center
PCB-Parish Community Basement
Rm. 6 in Parish Community Center
SRW-Ss. Robert and William

