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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Wheat and the Weeds
"He replied, 'No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat
along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest
time I will say to the harvesters, "First collect the weeds and tie them
in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn."
— Mt 13:29-30
Today we are presented with the parable of the weeds and the wheat.
We struggle with the imperfection that exists in our world. This
imperfection shows itself in human sinfulness with its consequences—
disease, natural disasters, suffering and even death. We wonder why
God did not simply make everything perfect right from the beginning
so that harmony, peace and tranquility would be the norm. God builds
free will into us and into our world so that we can learn to freely love
him. Anything less than this would not provide the freedom to choose
to acknowledge and develop our relationship with our Creator. For
now, the weeds and the wheat must coexist. Our faith teaches us that
we live and walk in hope that when the harvest comes only the wheat
of God's love will remain.
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From the Desk of
Our Pastor
Challenge.
One definition I found on the Internet for the word “challenge” is
“anything that calls for special dedication or effort.” And so, as we find
ourselves mid-way through the summer and fall is right around the
corner; you, the parishioners of Saint John of the Cross, are about to be
challenged. Challenged to join as one as we endeavor to grow closer to
Christ and move our parish forward in faith and in ministry.

Over the next several weeks, you will be receiving information regarding
two exciting opportunities at SJOC that will begin this Fall. You have
probably seen the red signs in the Gathering Area (at least I hope you
have!) which have given you just an idea of the first thing that will be
coming our way this Fall. In the coming weeks, you will learn more
about what is happening here, and the ways that you can be a part of it
… all in the name of strengthening your most important relationship,
your relationship with Jesus Christ. Something that will help you to
understand your place in God’s heart and how we are ALL called to be
disciples. Keep your eyes and ears open, and please allow yourself to be
a part of this tremendous gift that we are about to unveil.
We are also undertaking another initiative this Fall which will once again
challenge us. Challenge us to consider how we, as a parish family and
individually, are LIVING our faith. We will take on new ways to minister,
reach new and more people in our ministry, and grow ever closer to
God and each other as we do so. We want everyone to be involved as
we consider how we are sharing our gifts and talents in our parish and
beyond; and, at the same time, set a strong path with a strong vision for
our parish. Again, you will be receiving information about this
opportunity as well in the days to come.
Much planning and preparation has already begun and continues to
happen—all to help our parishioners to grow in faith and in love with
Jesus—as well as to give everyone a chance to minister in new and
different ways and share the gifts with which they have been blessed.
My prayer is that you will accept this challenge to be engaged and take
advantage of both of these amazing opportunities. Join me in seeking
out new ways to love and serve our Lord. Yes, it might be a bit
challenging to find the time or the energy, the desire or the motivation,
but it will certainly be a challenge that will bear great fruit in your life
and in the lives of others. Together, we can mold this community ever
more into the people that God desires for us to be.

Fr. Salvatore Ruggeri

Saint John of the
Cross Mission
We are the Catholic
Community of St. John of the
Cross, established in 2009.
Uniting the people of God as
one family, we are rooted in,
and empowered by, our
sacramental life and
Eucharistic celebrations.
Living as disciples of Jesus
Christ, we recognize our God
given potential and challenge
one another to share our
giftedness, embrace our
diversity, and engage in social
outreach, service and
education. In doing so, we
seek to extend
the reign of
God in Euclid
and the wider
community.

Questioning your faith?
Need help with an issue in
your life?

Talk to the pastor.
Set up appointment by calling
(216) 289-0770 or emailing to
frsal@saintjohnofthecross.org

In Christ……………………………………………………………………
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Scripture
Readings
for the Week
Sunday:
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Psalms 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16
Romans 8:26-27/Matthew
13:24-43 or 13:24-30
Monday:
Exodus 14:5-18
Exodus 15:1bc-6
Matthew 12:38-42
Tuesday:
2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Psalms 126:1bc-6
Matthew 20:20-28
Wednesday:
Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15
Psalms 78:18-19, 23-28
Matthew 13:1-9
Thursday:
Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b
Daniel 3:52-56
Matthew 13:10-17
Friday:
Exodus20:1-17
Psalms 19:8-11
Matthew 13:18-23
Saturday:
Exodus 24:3-8
Psalms 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15
John 11:19-27 or
Luke 10:38-42

Mass Intentions for the Week
Monday, July 24
6:30 pm

Weekday
St. John of the Cross Parish Family

Tuesday, July 25
8:15 am

St. James
Dorothy Hoffman

Wednesday, July 26

Ss. Joachim & Anne

Thursday, July 27
6:30 pm

Weekday
St. John of the Cross Parish Family

Friday, July 28
8:15 am

Weekday
St. John of the Cross Parish Family

Saturday, July 29
4:00 pm

St. Martha
Elizabeth & John Kordic

Sunday, July 30
7:45 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane & Glenn Flint
Leo & Rose Burrello
Sustar Family

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish
and their Caregivers...
Beverley Argento
Jim Brown
Noella Burrows
Jane DePalma
David DeProspero
Lillian Dolenc
Constance Durrah
Mary Frain
Ann Grossman
Joe Hocevar
John Hocevar

Marlene Hoageson
Andrew Jarm
Doris Kowalski
Evelyn Kublin
Joan Latessa
Mili Lekan
Marie Lipold
Bill Magri
Joe Matejka
Ronald Maxey
John Paglia

Joe Pastore
Anna Pepock
Joan Raddell
Martha Rymer
Carole Smigelski
Frank Somrack
Mary Somrack
John Tarmann
John Tousel
Marcie Vanek

Remember our elderly and
homebound as well.

Please notify the Parish Office when a
name can be removed from this list.

Next Sunday:
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
Psalms 119:57, 72, 76-77,
127-130/Romans 8:28-30
Matthew 13:44-52 or
13:44-46

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE

216-289-0770 ext. 33
Call and leave a short message regarding your request. Let us know when
your request has been answered. We can also offer prayers of
thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential.
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Parish News & Events
Parish School of Religion Class (PSR)
Our Catholic Church has always acknowledged that
parents are the primary educators in faith. The
adage, “faith is caught, not taught,” is true especially
within the family. Parents teach most effectively by
example. Our exciting new format this year emphasizes that more
than ever. For children who do not attend a Catholic School, the PSR
Program has been established to guide and support parents in this
role. If you wish to register your children, or for more information,
please call the Parish Office at 216-289-0770.
See you at Mass!

Richard Grebenc, Pastoral Associate

Interested in Becoming Catholic?
Know Someone Who is?
On Monday, August 14 at 7 pm in the Sacred
Heart Room, Fr. Sal will be hosting an Inquiry
Night for persons interested in becoming
Catholic or being fully initiated through the
RCIA process. If you or someone you know
would like more information or would like to
ask questions, please join us. There is no
commitment. It is simply an opportunity to learn about the process
which will begin in September. Those who do decide they are being
called to become Catholic will celebrate the sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. Please contact Fr. Sal
at the parish office by calling 216-289-0770 or by emailing him
directly at frsal@saintjohnofthecross.org if you or someone you
know plans to attend or would like more information.

Parish Family
Life Events
Welcome
If you are visiting, we
welcome you and hope you
will join us again. You can find
out more about us
on our website or
Facebook.com/sjocp.

Membership
If you wish to become a
member of our parish,
complete the online form on
our website, visit the parish
office, or call. We look
forward to welcoming you!

Baptism
Expectant parents are to
attend a Baptism Class prior
to scheduling a Baptism.
Contact the parish office to
discuss arrangements.

Marriage
Wedding arrangements are to
be made at least six months
in advance. Please call Fr. Sal
at the Parish Office.

Missionhurst-CICM
Please join us in welcoming Fr. Jan Hanssens, a Missionhurst-CICM (the
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary) missionary who will be
visiting our parish the weekend of Aug. 5-6 to present a mission appeal.
Fr. Jan is from the foreign mission of Haiti and will be sharing his life and dedication to the people he
serves. Unlike some relief organizations that come only when there is a news-making crisis, MissionhurstCICM missionaries come prepared to stay, living among the people, sharing in their privations, and
participating in the day-to-day effort needed to achieve life-long spiritual and material changes. In response to
the people’s most urgent need, Missionhurst-CICM missionaries may start a new farming project, build a new
chapel or school or lay clean water supply lines. Fr. Jan will be preaching at the masses and a second
collection will be taken with proceeds going to Missionhurst-CICM.
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Facebook Evangelization
Sometimes it’s difficult to see how we can
make a difference in people’s lives … or
maybe it’s uncomfortable for us to
personally share Christ with others.
Sharing your parish Facebook page with
neighbors, friends and family is one small
step that can lead to great things.
Here’s how it works: Go to Facebook.com/
SJOCP. “Follow” our page. Select “Share.”
Tap on your Timeline, your Friend’s Timeline
or a Group and select individual names.
Leave a short message … and Post!
If you’re already our “Friend,” select “Invite
Friends to Like Your Page” and select names
to “Invite.” You can make a difference!

Thanks to your support, Catholic
Charities Annual Appeal has raised
$11,642,711, from 46,811
donors, representing 97% of their
overall goal! Of this, St. John of
the Cross has raised $34,666 in
pledges from 213 parishioners.
This represents 96.50% of our
overall goal, with 18.54% of our
parishioners participating! If you
have not yet donated, please
consider a gift. Contact Holly at
800-869-6525,ext.1049, or visit
catholiccommunity.org/donate.

Appreciating the Mass
How to Celebrate the Penitential Rite
The disciples on the road to Emmaus told the “visitor” that they “had hoped”
that Jesus would “redeem Israel.” Of course, we who read the biblical account
know that it is the Risen Lord that they are telling this to, but they do not know
Him. Their sight is blinded by “their vision.” We may smile at their naiveté, but
are we any different?
We, too, can be blinded to our Lord’s Presence in our midst. It can happen at Mass.
We easily become distracted because things are not as we had hoped. We carry
within ourselves our own version of what “we hope” will redeem us.
What scandalized the disciples on the road to Emmaus was what the Lord Jesus
had suffered at the hands of men. Here was the Lord, mighty in word and deed,
who had been handed over by the religious and political leaders of the day,
condemned to death, and publicly executed like a common criminal. This was
clearly not what they had expected, again because they had their own “idea” of
how God should save them.
Jesus never tired of telling His disciples that God’s way is not the way of humans.
Yet we still forget. We are blinded by our own view of how we think God should
act in our lives. We put our plan, our will, before His.

Excerpts from The How-to Book
of the Mass © Michael Dubruiel.
Published by Our Sunday Visitor,
Inc. www.osv.com. Used by
permission. No other use of this
material is authorized.

When Jesus was nailed to the cross, He prayed a simple but powerful prayer: “Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). We can open ourselves up to a powerful encounter with God at this
celebration of the Mass if we admit that without the help of God we do not know what we are doing. We are
sinners, our intellect is clouded; we see but indistinctly. Like the blind men on the side of the road, we need the
Lord to heal our blindness so that we, too, might recognize Him: “Lord, have mercy on us!”

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Parish
Activities
Schedule
Tuesday, July 25
7:00pm Legion of Mary (MR2)
Thursday, July 27
6:30pm Bingo Team #2 (G)
7:00pm Spiritual Life (MR2)
Friday, July 28
8:00pm AA Meeting (Rm. 6)
Saturday, July 29
9am-1pm Second Blessings
Drop Offs (G)
C-Church
MR2-Meeting Room #2
SHR-Sacred Heart Room
P-Parish Office
PG-Parish Grounds
G-Gym
PC-Parish Community Center
PCB-Parish Community Basement
Rm. 6 in Parish Community Center
SRW-Ss. Robert and William

Scholarships Reminder
The Barni Family Scholarships,
created in memory of Jack Barni,
will be awarded to students who
will be attending a Catholic School
in the fall. Applications are
available in the Parish Office.
Deadline is July 31.

“Second Blessings”
Rummage Sale Sept. 9-10
You can still drop off items at the
mobile unit, M-F, 9 am to 5 pm
and Sat, July 29 at the Parish
Community Center. To volunteer
or for more details, contact Carla
Colo at (216) 970-0219 or
cfcolo@gmail.com.
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Your Financial Stewardship
Last Week’s Giving ...................................................................... $5,849.00
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving ................................................ $1,452.00
Last Week’s Online Giving........................................................... $1,830.00
Last Week’s Online Maintenance Giving ....................................... $379.50
Total ..................................................................................... $9,510.50
Your generous support helps our parish fulfill its mission to serve God
and share our gifts with the community.

News from our Neighbors
Tetélestai 40th Anniversary
Summer Performances
Tetélestai – the stirring musical production about the last week
of Jesus’ life – is celebrating 40 years of passionate performances!
Tetélestai is normally presented in the winter months during the
eight weeks of Lent that lead to the celebration of Holy Week and
Easter. This year, to celebrate its 40th anniversary, Tetélestai has
invited alumni cast and crew members from the past 40 years to
join in two special summer performances. These performances will
be held at Ss. Robert & William Church in Euclid, on Friday, July 28
and Saturday, July 29 at 8 pm. The production is free of
charge with seating on a first-come, first-serve basis. Free-will
donations will be accepted. For more information, visit
LiveThePassion.org or call Cleveland Performing Arts Ministries
at 440-944-0635.

The Highlight of Summer!
Join us in two weeks — Sunday, August 6, 2017
for The FEST — our 17th Annual Catholic Family
FESTival from noon until 10 pm at the CPL
(28700 Euclid Avenue in Wickliffe). Join
thousands from across our region for a day of
faith, family and great fun! It’s all FREE. Listen to the inspiring
music of Laura Story, Matt Maher, Crowder and For King &
Country. Visit activities for kids, displays to help you strengthen
your family life and so much more. There’s plenty of FREE parking
and family-affordable food thanks to Executive Caterers and
Marc’s. The day concludes with a beautiful outdoor Mass at 8 pm
followed by an incredible American Fireworks display. Check out all
the details online at www.theFEST.us.There’s something for
everyone at The FEST!
6

July 23, 2017

Need to Know
Ministers Schedule — July 29-30, 2017
Masses:

Presiders

Saturday Fr. Sal
4 pm

Hear the beauty of God’s Word
while surrounded by the beauty
of His World. Join us for
Outdoor Mass through Sept. 4
at 7:45 am, weather permitting.

Greeters

Lector 1

Lector 2

Eucharistic Ministers

Servers

K. Beyer
P. Kiikka

M. McVoy

L. McVoy

C. Barni, S. Lonchor, P. McVoy,
J. Monger, M. Monger,
M. Monger, B. Pophal, R. Raguz

K. Brokamp
J. Monger

Sunday
7:45 am

Fr. Sal

Sunday
9 am

Fr. Timothy M. Chinchar L. Bochenek B. Contorno W. Burnett, M. Chinchar,
A. Somich
M. Singer
R. Corbo, D. DiMare, E. Edelman, A. Somich
L. Fulton, C. Hainrihar, K. Sorc

Sunday
11 am

Fr. Mehok

D. Mallett
R. Simek

J. Johnson

T. Wetzel

S. Dreyer, J. Dreyer, J. Hocevar, E. Chapo
D. Hocevar, S. Johnson,
C. Chapo
F. Koballa, A. Koballa, J. Schmidt

Visiting Eucharistic Ministers

Counters

Richmond Heights Hospital
Wednesday, July 26 .......................................... Joanne

Monday, July 31 ............................................ “C” Team

Grande Pointe
Sunday, July 30 ............................................ Eric & Jeff

Parish Staff

Mass Schedule

Rev. Salvatore M. Ruggeri ............ Pastor

Celebration of Eucharist

Rev. Edward E. Mehok ................. Weekend Assistant

Saturday Vigil ........................ 4:00 pm
Sunday .................................. 7:45 am (Outdoor Shrine)
.............................................. 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Monday & Thursday ............. 6:30 pm
Tuesday & Friday .................. 8:15 am
Holy Day ................................ 8:15 am, noon & 6:30 pm

Rev. Mr. Charles Doerpers ........... Deacon

Eucharistic Adoration

Kay Magri ...................................... Business Manager

First Friday ............................ 9:00 am—4:00 pm

Nancy Powell ................................ Bookkeeper

Rev. Timothy Buyansky, OSB ....... Weekend Assistant

Francesco Binda………………………...Director of Music
Terri Burrello ................................ Sacristan
Richard Grebenc ........................... Pastoral Associate
Anita Linsky .................................. Secretary

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Parish Office Hours

Saturday ................................ 3:00—3:30 pm

Monday−Friday ............................. 8:00 am−4:00 pm

Rosary follows Tuesday and Friday am Masses
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday ........................................ 9:00 am−1:00 pm
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