Saint John of the Cross
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Happy Thanksgiving!
November 19, 2017

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parable of the Talents
"'Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made
five more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my
good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in
small matters, I will give you great responsibilities.
Come, share your master's joy.'"
- Mt 25:20b-21
We all have certain gifts, skills, experiences, resources and abilities that come
from God. He calls us to make the most of these things, not just to take them
for granted. Our gifts are meant not just for our own enjoyment, but to help
others, to spread truth and goodness and beauty to the world around us.
Each moment is a gift from God. May we seize every opportunity to multiply
the investment God has made in us so that we may be worthy to hear God tell
us, "Well done, my good and faithful servant."
Excerpts taken from Liturgical Publications Inc.

Alpha Registrants Reminder
The final week of the Alpha Course concludes
with a Celebration Dinner and the discussion,
“What About the Church?”
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A Note from Our Pastor
As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving once again and consider those people and
those things in our lives for which we are most grateful, I could not help but reflect
upon my gratitude and thanks for this parish community. A day does not go by
during which I am not humbled, inspired, comforted, supported, encouraged, loved
by someone from this family of faith. And so, this Thanksgiving, I say “Thank you.”
Thank you for your generosity. I never cease to be humbled by your generosity, by
the ways that so many of you so freely share the gifts that God has given to you as
stewards of those gifts. For your generosity of spirit, for the ways that you support
our parish by sharing your time, talent and treasure … I am so very grateful.

Fr. Salvatore Ruggeri

Thank you for serving. Those of you who choose to serve make an eternal difference in the lives of so many.
ALL who give of themselves, from our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to our Lectors, from our
altar servers to our dedicated members of our choir, from our ushers, greeters and money counters to those
who greet our parishioners and visitors at our doors and coordinate Donut Sundays. I am grateful for those
who serve as PSR teachers and table leaders at Alpha, those who reach out to the poor and support social
justice, those who cook for those in need, and those who serve on Parish and Finance Councils … you make a
difference. Those who work Bingo so selflessly, who serve on committees to plan fundraisers such as Second
Blessings and Extravaganza, who serve on our Liturgy and Spiritual Life & Evangelization committees, who
beautify our church and our grounds, and those who serve so many in our Legion of Mary and who serve those
who are mourning. Don’t ever doubt the blessed impact that you have on this community.
Thank you for tolerating me when I have made mistakes or not been the best that I can be. I have often said,
if you expect that perfect pastor, you aren’t going to get him with me. Thank you for your understanding when
I have fallen short, when I have not been everything that God, or you have asked me to be. Your grace,
forgiveness and understanding has blessed me. Thank you for allowing me … to be me.
Thank you for sticking with our parish through thick and thin. It is easy to move down the road to a new
parish when things get tough, and we know that there have been times in the last 10 years when change has
really made things tough. To all of you, those who have stayed, served, given, and supported through the
valleys, I need to say, “Thank you.” The tough times have made us stronger, and have helped us to build the
amazing parish that we are today.
Thank you for inviting your friends and family. We grow primarily by word of mouth. Changed people who
are on fire for God can make tremendous evangelizers. So many of you have told others about our amazing
parish, and invited them to come and see, and have added to our numbers and blessed us with the presence
of people who otherwise might not have found us. Continue to spread the word, encourage those who are
looking for a new parish, who are lukewarm in their faith, those who do not believe to join us, and feel the
love of our family of faith.
For these, and so many other things, I am grateful. Know that as I gather with my family and friends this
Thanksgiving, I will remember each of you, and thank God for all that you are to this parish and to me.
With heartfelt gratitude,

Questioning your faith or need help with an issue in your life?
Set up appointment with Fr. Sal by calling 216.289.0770 or emailing to
frsal@saintjohnofthecross.org.
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Scripture Readings
for the Week
Sunday:
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20,
30-31
Psalms 128:1-5
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30 or 25:1415, 19-21
Monday:
1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43,
54-57, 62-63
Psalms 119:53, 61, 134, 150,
155, 158
Luke 18:35-43
Tuesday:
2 Maccabees 6:18-31
Psalms 3:2-7
Luke 19:1-10
Wednesday:
2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31
Psalms 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b, 15
Luke 19:11-28
Thursday:
1 Maccabees 2:15-29
Psalms 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15
Luke 19:41-44
Friday:
1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59
1 Chronicles 29:10bcd-12
Luke 19:45-48

Saturday:
1 Maccabees 6:1-13
Psalms 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19
Luke 20:27-40
Next Sunday:
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
Psalms 23:1-3, 5-6
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Matthew 25:31-46
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intentions for the Week
Monday, Nov. 20
6:30 pm

Weekday
Charles Sepic

Tuesday, Nov. 21

The Presentation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
William Carrick

8:15 am

Wednesday, Nov. 22 St. Cecilia
Thursday, Nov. 23
9:30 am

Thanksgiving Day
Dave Thomas-Greaves

Friday, Nov. 24
8:15 am

St. Andrew Dung-Lac
Doris Shell

Saturday, Nov. 25
4:00 pm

Weekday
Victor & Ann Urankar

Sunday, Nov. 26

Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
Jack Freas
Richard Urbancic

9:00 am
11:00 am

Pray for the Sick of the
Parish and their Caregivers
Beverley Argento
Lew Ballard
Jim Brown
Noella Burrows
Fr. Timothy Buyansky
Chester Campana
Jane DePalma
David DeProspero
Lillian Dolenc
Constance Durrah
Mary Frain
Ann Grossman
Joe Hocevar

Marlene Hoageson
Andrew Jarm
Peggy Kiikka
Doris Kowalski
Evelyn Kublin
Joan Latessa
Mili Lekan
Marie Lipold
Bill Magri
Del Mastrangelo
Joe Matejka
Ronald Maxey
Jeff Monger

Our Mission
We are the Catholic
Community of St. John
of the Cross, established
in 2009. Uniting the
people of God as one
family, we are rooted in,
and empowered by, our
sacramental life and
Eucharistic celebrations.
Living as disciples of
Jesus Christ, we
recognize our God given
potential and challenge
one another to share
our giftedness, embrace
our diversity, and
engage in social
outreach, service and
education. In doing so,
we seek to extend the
reign of God in Euclid
and the wider
community.

John Paglia
Joe Pastore
Anna Pepock
Joan Raddell
Pat Rossoll
Martha Rymer
Carole Smigelski
Frank Somrack
Mary Somrack
John Tarmann
John Tousel
Marcie Vanek
Rita Vaitkus

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well.
Please notify the Parish Office when a name can be removed from this list.

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE
216-289-0770 ext. 33
Call and leave a short message regarding your request. Let us know when
your request has been answered. We can also offer prayers of
thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential.
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Parish News & Events
What is #GivingTuesday?
Nov. 28 is Giving Tuesday. It’s Northeastern
Ohio’s online day of Catholic Giving. This year’s
donations will go to Migration and Refugee
Services that provides resettled refugees the necessities they need for a
life free from persecution here in their new homes in the United States.
Go to http://ccdocle.org/events/wegivecatholic-giving-tuesday-mrs to
make your donation today and make a difference in someone’s life.

Reminder: CD Release Free Concert
& Reception Fri., Dec. 8, 7 pm
Join us for an evening of inspirational music from
the new CD, “Blessed Beyond Measure,”
performed live by Fr. Sal and guest musicians.
RSVP by calling 216.289.0770 or emailing to
secretary@saintjohnofthecross.org. You can
purchase CDs at the event or preorder now on
our website at www.saintjohnofthecross.org/cd.

Welcome
If you are visiting, we
welcome you and hope you
will join us again. You can find
out more about us on
www.Facebook.com/sjocp.

Membership
If you wish to become a
member of our parish,
complete the online form on
our website, visit the parish
office, or call us. We look
forward to welcoming you!

Baptism
Expectant parents are to
attend a Baptism Class prior
to scheduling a Baptism.
Contact the parish office to
discuss arrangements.

Marriage

Your Financial Stewardship
Last Week’s Giving .......................................................................$5,034.50
Last Week’s Maintenance Giving ....................................................$765.00
Last Week’s Online Giving ............................................................$1,168.00
Last Week’s Online Maintenance Giving ........................................$203.50
Total ..................................................................................... $7,171.00
Thanks for your generous support towards our mission to serve God!

Searching for Financial Peace?
Our Christian identity is based on the belief that we are created in God's
image and likeness. Being created by God and for God means that “we
are not our own.” (1 Cor 6:19) If we belong to God then all that we have
belongs to God and like the wise steward, we are entrusted with the
responsibility of giving even more back than what has initially been given
to us. Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University is a wonderful way of
learning how to free oneself of debt and learn how to be better
stewards of what we have been given. No matter what phase of your life
you are in this class will give you the step-by-step plan to take control of
your money and your future. Classes begin on Monday, Jan. 8 at 7 pm.
Sign up at www.saintjohnofthecross.org/financial-peace-university.
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Family
Life Events
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Wedding arrangements are to
be made at least six months
in advance. Please call Fr. Sal
at the Parish Office.

Fr. Mehok’s
Scripture Study
The Gospel of St. Matthew will be
studied on Monday evenings at
7:30 pm in Rm. 6 of the Parish
Community Center.

November 19, 2017

The Season of Advent
Join Us for Nine
Lessons & Carols
Fri., Dec. 15, 7 pm

Mark your calendars for this
annual joint concert with
Covenant Baptist Church at
St. John of the Cross Parish to
celebrate the promise of the
coming Messiah as told in nine
short Bible readings and songs.

Want to Have the Best Advent Ever?
Christmas is a time of hope, but during the busy holiday it’s easy to
get overwhelmed and lose sight of the reason for the season. This
Advent, take an incredible journey to rediscover the gift of hope.
Join Dynamic Catholic for the Best Advent Ever! Every day during
Advent you’ll receive short inspirational videos, practical tips, or
real-life stories that will help you experience a Christmas full of
hope. Are you ready for your best Advent—and Christmas—ever?
The program is simple. All you have to do is sign up at https://
dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever.

Advent Communal
Penance Service
St. John of the Cross Parish,
together with Ss. Robert and
William Parish, will celebrate our
annual Advent Communal
Reconciliation Service at Ss.
Robert and William on Monday
evening, Dec. 4, at 6:30 pm. We
will join together in prayer,
seeking the peace that comes with
the endless mercy of our God, and
will also have the opportunity to
celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Please join us in
receiving God's forgiveness and
grace as we begin to look forward
to the coming of Emmanuel —
God's most precious act of love
and mercy for us.

Last Chance to Make an Advent Wreath
We invite you and/or your family to make your own Advent Wreath on Sunday, Dec. 3 at 12 noon in the
Sacred Heart Room. The Advent Wreath kits include one 10-inch oasis design -ring set in a plastic ring. Four 12
-inch tapers: 3 purple, one pink, and purple and pink ribbon. Adults are to bring one pair of pruning shears or
clippers. Greenery is provided. After the Advent Wreaths are completed, they will be blessed. The cost of the
wreath kit is $10. To ensure that enough materials are available, please register in advance. Registration forms
are also available in the Gathering Area and are due by Nov. 26. Anyone can make an Advent Wreath!
**********************************************************

Registration for Advent Wreath Activity
Sunday, December 3, 2017
Family Name: _______________________________________________
Number attending: _______
$10 enclosed:

Check

Phone:_________________________
Cash

Please mail this form to Saint John of the Cross, 140 Richmond Rd.,
Euclid OH 44143 or drop off at the Parish Office.
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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The Season of Advent
Annual Giving Tree
The Saint John of the Cross Giving Tree, sponsored each year by the
Social Justice Ministry, will be on display beginning at the 9:30 am Mass
on Nov. 23, Thanksgiving Day. This is always a phenomenal event and
WE THANK YOU for thinking of others during the Christmas season! If
you plan to take tags for donation, here are some suggestions for gifts:
BIRTHRIGHT (pink tags): There is a greater need for diapers in small
packages, sizes newborn, 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. All sizes of clothing are
needed from newborn through 18 months along with bibs, blankets,
diaper-rash cream, baby lotion, baby wash, rattles, wipes and/or
unwrapped BPA-free bottles.
CATHOLIC MINISTRY TO THE INCARCERATED (gold tags): First -class
postage stamps are needed. Sheets of stamps are taken apart and only
a few are given to each prisoner; so do not wrap them but insert the
stamps into a plain envelope and place in the offertory basket or drop
off at the Parish Office.
LEGION OF MARY (light green tags): Word-search puzzle books, candy,
gentle hand soaps, night lights and slipper socks for home-bound
seniors are needed. Place in a gift bag with the tag attached.
ST. ALOYSIUS HUNGER CENTER (blue tags): Children and adult
sweatshirts, all sizes are needed. Wrap each individually.
THEA BOWMAN HUNGER CENTER & WORKS OF MERCY PROGRAM
(orange tags): Gift cards from Giant Eagle, Walmart, Aldi’s and Dave’s
are needed. Place gift cards in the offertory basket or drop them off at
the Parish Office.
ROSE MARY CENTER AND GROUP HOMES (white tags): Specific items
requested by the residents will be on the tree. Please wrap individually.
PADRE HAROLD & SACRED HEART PARISH (purple tags):
A monetary donation to purchase Spanish youth
bibles and help build a small chapel in Chacraseca,
Nicaragua would be appreciated. Please make
checks out to Saint John of the Cross with the
name Padre Harold in the memo line and drop
off at the Parish Office or offertory basket.
PERSONAL GIFT CARDS (green tags): These
are used to buy items for parishioners and
organizations in need. We’re in need of gift
cards from Dave’s, Giant Eagle, Marc’s,
Target and Walmart. Please place in the
offertory basket or drop off at the Parish Office.
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Parish
Activities
Schedule
Monday, November 20
7 pm
RCIA Meeting (P)
7:30 pm Fr. Mehok’s Scripture
Study (Rm. 6)
Tuesday, November 21
6:30 pm Alpha (G)
Wednesday, November 22

Thursday, November 23
9:30 am Thanksgiving Mass (C)
Friday, November 24
8 pm
AA Meeting (Rm. 6)
Saturday, November 25
7:00 am Men’s Prayer Group
(Rm. 6)
C-Church
P-Parish Office
G-Gym
Rm. 6 in Parish Community Center

Giving Tree Instructions
Make sure to take the tag
that corresponds to your gift
and ATTACH THE TAG TO THE
GIFT. All gifts must be placed
near the Giving Tree in the
Gathering Area no later than
noon on Sunday, Dec. 10.
They will immediately be
sorted and picked up by the
various organizations.
Drop off gift cards, postage
stamps and checks at the
Parish Office or place in the
offertory baskets. There will
not be a box for these items
in the Gathering Area until
Sunday, Dec. 10.
November 12, 2017

Need to Know
Ministers Schedule — November 25-26, 2017
Masses:

Presiders

Saturday Fr. Sal
4 pm

Greeters

Lector 1

K. Beyer
J. Buda

Sunday
9 am

Fr. Mehok T. Chounet
C. Hainrihar

Sunday
11 am

Fr. Sal

Eucharistic Ministers

Servers

J. Cernansky K. McVoy

T. Brokamp, K. Brown, F. Buda,
P. Kiikka, M. Malta, J. Monger,
M. Monger, M. Monger

K. Brokamp
J. Monger

A. Dean

L. Miller

J. Chounet, T. Davisson,
G. Somich
E. Edelman, M. Gricar, C. Gricar, K. E. Somich
Sorc, J. Volk, R. Volk

L. Williams

J. Berquist, S. Dreyer, J. Dreyer,
E. Dulaney, J. Hocevar,
D. Hocevar, F. Koballa, A. Koballa

D. Apanasewicz T. Hocevar
R. Apanasewicz

Lector 2

W. Knox
S. Knox

Visiting Eucharistic Ministers

Counters

Richmond Heights Hospital
Wednesday, Nov. 22 ............................................ Katie

Monday, Nov. 27 ......................................... “D” Team

Grande Pointe
Sunday, Nov. 26 .................................................... Matt

Mass Schedule

Parish Staff &
Office Hours

Celebration of Eucharist

Rev. Salvatore M. Ruggeri ............ Pastor

Saturday Vigil ........................ 4:00 pm

Rev. Timothy Buyansky, OSB ....... Weekend Assistant

Sunday .................................. 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Rev. Edward E. Mehok ................. Weekend Assistant

Monday & Thursday ............. 6:30 pm

Rev. Mr. Charles Doerpers ........... Deacon

Tuesday & Friday .................. 8:15 am

Dr. Francesco Binda ...................... Director of Music

Holy Day ................................ 8:15 am, noon & 6:30 pm

Terri Burrello ................................ Sacristan

Eucharistic Adoration

Anita Linsky .................................. Secretary

First Friday ............................ 9:00 am—4:00 pm

Kay Magri ...................................... Business Manager

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Nancy Powell ................................ Bookkeeper

Saturday ................................ 3:00—3:30 pm

Parish Office Hours

Rosary follows Tuesday and Friday am Masses

Monday−Friday ............................. 8:00 am−4:00 pm
Saturday ........................................ 9:00 am−1:00 pm

Interested in joining our parish or becoming Catholic? Call {216) 289-0770 to set up an appointment.
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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