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The Epiphany of the Lord

“They were overjoyed at seeing the Star, and on
entering the house they saw the Child with Mary
His mother. They prostrated themselves and did
Him homage. Then they opened their treasures and
offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”
- Mt 2:10-11

A New Year’s
Challenge
In 2018, resolve to move beyond
your comfort zone and challenge
yourself to “Grow to Serve” the
Lord with these seven acts of love:

1. Call or visit someone each day.
2. Reach out to a neighbor or
stranger in need each week.
3. Read at least two scripture
readings each day.
4. Make a charitable donation.
5. Volunteer 2-4 hours/week.
6. Pray once each waking hour.
7. Forgive someone every day.

Home Blessing Kits
Many cultures share the special
custom of blessing the home on
the feast of Epiphany, when the
wise men visited Jesus. This
blessing, or “chalking the door,”
celebrates God’s blessings of our
lives and homes. Holy water and
chalk are used to bless the house
and mark the door; and as the
chalk fades, the blessings sink into
the depths of our hearts and come
alive in our actions. Thus the
home becomes a place of God’s
blessings! Kits are available today
in the Gathering Area. Please
take one and prepare your home
for God in the coming year!
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A Note from Our Pastor
We’ve heard this story so often,
that we may just tune it out, or
not really pay attention. We’ve
heard that song year after year,
“We three kings of Orient are…”
and we might just tune to
another station, or sing along
without considering what its
words mean anymore. But
today’s feast of the Epiphany
calls us to take a moment to
consider what we can learn from
those who came bearing gifts for
the newborn King 2000 years ago.
We find the story of the
astrologers and the star of
Bethlehem only in Matthew’s
Gospel. Matthew doesn’t call the
astrologers kings, he doesn’t tell
us their names, nor does he
reveal where they are from or
how many of them there are. We
have just assumed that there
were three since three gifts –
gold, frankincense and myrrh –
were presented to the Christ
child. But in stripping away the
layers that have been added to
the story, we come to the real
purpose of telling the story.
The magi possess the humility
and the openness of mind and
heart to seek Jesus. Their
following of the star is a journey
of faith, a search for meaning, for
purpose, for the things of God.
They were not deterred on that
journey, even as they
encountered things along the way
that had the potential to keep
them from achieving their goal.

We’re also told that the magi are
“from the east.” They didn’t
belong. Yet, they are welcomed
into the presence of Christ. In
this, we are reminded that Jesus
is given to the whole world, to all
who seek his presence in their
lives, anyone looking for God.
And all of us are, at times,
foreigners – not because of our
country of origin, but because of
our life style, our behavior, our
addictions, our struggles and so
many other things in our lives.
The message of gospel that is
proclaimed on this great feast is
that God excludes no one from
His love, nor should we.
This great day of celebration of
the Epiphany of the Lord has
much to offer us on our journey
of faith. In Bethlehem, the magi
found all that they were seeking
in their lives because they
remained steadfast and faithful.
So will we … if we walk this
journey of faith honestly … if we
acknowledge our need for God’s
merciful presence in our lives and
in the lives of others … and if we
are humble and generous enough
to welcome and serve God and
others along the way.

Rest in Peace
Fr. John S. Juhas

Fr. John Juhas, who served
at St. Felicitas as Associate
Pastor died on Jan. 1, 2018.
Those of you who knew Fr.
John will remember him as
one who had a smile for
everyone, was kind, gentle
and always willing to help
anyone in need. We are
grateful for his ministry here
and throughout our Diocese.
May he rest forever in God’s
loving arms.

May many blessings be yours
during this Christmas season and
always,

Go to our website to read
more about Fr. John at
www.saintjohnofthecross.org
or share your memories on
www.Facebook.com/sjocp.

Fr. Sal Ruggeri

Questioning your faith or need help with an issue in your life? Talk to our pastor.
Set up appointment with Fr. Sal by calling 216.289.0770 or emailing to frsal@saintjohnofthecross.org.
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Scripture
Readings
for the Week
Sunday:
Isaiah 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 1011, 12-13 [cf. 11]
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12
Monday:
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or
Isaiah 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38
or 1 John 5:1-9
Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3]
Mark 1:7-11
Tuesday:
1 Samuel 1:9-20
1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd
[cf. 1]
Mark 1:21-28 or
1 Samuel 1:1-8 and 1:9-20
1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd
[cf. 1]
Mark 1:14-20 and 1:21-28
Wednesday:
1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20
Psalms 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9,
10 [8a and 9a]
Mark 1:29-39
Thursday:
1 Samuel 4:1-11
Psalms 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25
[27b]
Mark 1:40-45
Friday:
1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a
Psalms 89:16-17, 18-19 [2]
Mark 2:1-12
Saturday:
1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a
Psalms 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]
Mark 2:13-17
Next Sunday:
1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19
Psalms 40:2,4,7-8,8-9,10 [8a,9a]
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
John 1:35-42
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Monday, Jan. 8
6:30 pm

The Baptism of the Lord
Anthony Stanic

Tuesday, Jan. 9
8:15 am

Weekday
William Sedar

Wednesday, Jan. 10

Weekday

Thursday, Jan. 11
6:30 pm

Weekday
St. John of the Cross Parish Family

Friday, Jan. 12
8:15 am

Weekday
Marie Ross

Saturday, Jan. 13
4:00 pm

Weeday
Jack Freas

Sunday, Jan. 14
9:00 am
11:00 am

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Robert Kravos
Joseph Loparo

Pray for the Sick of the Parish
and their Caregivers
Beverley Argento
Lew Ballard
Jim Brown
Noella Burrows
Chester Campana
Jane DePalma
David DeProspero
Lillian Dolenc
Constance Durrah
Mary Frain
Marie George
Ann Grossman
Joe Hocevar

Marlene Hoageson
Andrew Jarm
Doris Kowalski
Lucille Kucharski
Joan Latessa
Mili Lekan
Marie Lipold
Bill Magri
Joe Matejka
Ronald Maxey
Rudy Myeress
Jeff Monger
John Paglia

Linda Palko
Joe Pastore
Anna Pepock
Joan Raddell
Pat Rossoll
Martha Rymer
Judy Schmidt
Carole Smigelski
Frank Somrack
Mary Somrack
John Tarmann
John Tousel
Rita Vaitkus

Remember our elderly and homebound in prayer as well.
Please notify the Parish Office when a name can be removed from this list.

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE
216-289-0770 ext. 27
Call and leave a short message regarding your request. Let us know
when your request has been answered. We can also offer prayers of
thanksgiving. All information will be kept confidential.
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Parish News & Events
A New Year in Song

Parish Family
Life Events
Welcome

The new music CD from our own Fr. Sal, “Blessed
Beyond Measure,” can provide inspirational
motivation for the new year. This fundraiser for
St. John of the Cross ministries can be
purchased at www.saintjohnofthecross.org/cd
or by calling the Parish Office at 216.289.0770.

If you are visiting, we
welcome you and hope you
will join us again. Follow us at
www.Facebook.com/sjocp.

Membership

Last Call for Financial Peace!
If you, or someone you know is stressed
about their personal finances, our parish
is starting the nine-week Financial Peace
University Program on Monday, Jan. 8
at 7 p.m. Millions of people have turned
their life around with this program … it
really works to improve your financial, emotional and physical
health. Contact Kay in the parish office on Monday at 216.289.0770 so
you can still start with the new class that same night!

If you wish to become a
member of our parish,
complete the online form on
our website, visit the parish
office, or call us. We look
forward to welcoming you!

Baptism
Expectant parents are to
attend a Baptism Class prior
to scheduling a Baptism.
Contact the parish office to
discuss arrangements.

Marriage

Your Financial Stewardship
December 24 Giving .....................................................................$6,406.34
December 24 Maintenance Giving ..............................................$1,928.00
December 24 Online Giving .........................................................$1,147.00
December 24 Online Maintenance Giving ......................................$133.50
Total ..................................................................................... $9,614.84
Last Week Giving ..........................................................................$5,484.00
Maintenance Giving .....................................................................$1,597.00
Online Giving ................................................................................$1,741.00
Online Maintenance Giving .........................................................$2,425.50
Total ................................................................................... $11,247.50
Christmas Giving ....................................................................... $18,080.00

Wedding arrangements are to
be made at least six months
in advance. Please call Fr. Sal
at the Parish Office.

Our Deepest
Sympathies
Families of John Konchan and
Marci Vanek
May they know the peace and
comfort of God’s love and
find strength in the support of
friends, family and our parish
community.

Thanks for your generous support towards our mission to serve God!
*****************************************************************

2017 Contribution Statements will not be mailed to you this year unless
requested. Please fill out the form below and drop off the form either at
the parish office, green drop box or in the collection basket. All
statements requested will be mailed out before the end of January.
Name _____________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
The Epiphany of the Lord
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Scripture Study
with Fr. Mehok
The Gospel of St. Matthew will be
studied continuing in 2018 on
Mondays at 7:30 pm in Rm. 6 of
the Parish Community Center.
January 7, 2018

Baptism of the Lord

Monday, Jan. 8, 6:30 pm
Join us for Mass on Monday, Jan. 8 at
6:30 pm for the Solemnity of the Baptism
of Our Lord. This brings to an end the
season of Christmas when the Church
recalls Our Lord's second manifestation or
epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His baptism in the Jordan.
He conferred upon the water the power of the true Baptism which
would remove all the sins of the world: "Behold the Lamb of God,
behold Him Who takes away the sin of the world."

Parish
Activities
Schedule
Monday, January 8
7:00 pm Social Justice (MR2)
7:00 pm RCIA (SHR)
7:00 pm Scripture Study
(Rm.6)
7:00 pm Financial Peace U.
(Rm.7)
7:30 pm KofC Meeting (PC)

January is Poverty Awareness Month

Tuesday, January 9
5:30 pm Legion of Mary (MR2)

Last year, more than 46.2 million
Americans lived in poverty; 1.6
million American children stayed
in shelters or emergency housing;
and 1 in 7 American households
were food insecure.

Wednesday, January 10
7:00 pm Women in Faith(MR2)
Thursday, January 11
6:30 pm Bingo #1 (G)
Friday, January 12
8:00 pm AA Meeting (Rm. 6)

PovertyUSA is a domestic anti-poverty program of the U.S. Catholic
Bishops and an initiative of the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development (CCHD). Visit PovertyUSA.org as they seek to educate and
promote understanding about poverty and its root causes.

In the coming weeks, we will share more information about national
and parish activities designed to help and draw awareness to this plight.

National Immigration Week - Jan. 7-14
Last week, Pope Francis introduced his 2018 World Day of Peace
message, “Migrants and Refugees: Men and Women in Search of
Peace.” For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the United
States has celebrated National Migration Week, which is an opportunity
for the Church to reflect on the circumstances confronting migrants,
including immigrants, refugees, children, and victims and survivors of
human trafficking. The theme for National Migration Week 2018,
“Many Journeys, One Family,” draws attention to the fact that each of
our families have a migration story, some recent and others in the
distant past. Regardless of where we are and where we came from, we
remain part of the human family and are called to live in solidarity with
one another. Read more on the common myths about refugees at our
website www.saintjohnofthecross.org or go to the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops website www.JusticeForImmigrants.org.

Saturday, January 13
Donut Weekend
7:00am Men’s Prayer Group
(Rm. 6)

Sunday, January 14
Donut Weekend
9:00am PSR (Rms. 7&8)
C-Church
PC-Parish Community Center
MR2-Meeting Room #2
G-Gym
Rm. 6-8 in Parish Community Center

Interested in joining our parish or becoming Catholic? Call (216) 289-0770 to set up an appointment.
The Epiphany of the Lord
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F.I.A.T.: “Faith In Action Today”
Just as in Mary’s “fiat,” the moment she said “yes” to God, may
you also say “yes” to sharing your gifts in His service. So, we begin
a series of stories focusing on the ministries and people of the
parish that do extraordinary things:

Knights of Columbus
The St. John of the Cross Knights of Columbus Order 15737 is a Catholic,
family, fraternal and service organization that provides opportunities to
make a difference in the lives of our families, Church and communities.
Our programs include youth and family events, supporting special
requests of our Pastor and assisting in the church, and supporting the
culture of life. Our Knights welcome the New Year by reaffirming our
support for the cause of Life. This weekend we begin the Baby Bottle
Fundraiser to raise money to support the Womankind Maternal and Prenatal Care Center. Cleveland Indians
announcer Bob Tayek will be speaking at the Masses this weekend to talk about the good work that
Womankind does for pregnant women in the Cleveland area. On Sunday, Jan. 21, the Knights will be hosting
a Pancake Breakfast to support Cleveland Prays for Life, the group that organizes the 40 Days for Life
campaigns in Cleveland. So, for the fourth year in a row, we invite you to gather for pancakes, eggs, bacon and
sausage, good fellowship and the good cause for Life. The March for Life in Washington D.C. takes place from
Jan. 19-22. Thank you to our parishioners who have supported us over the years … Happy New Year!

A Thank You from the Social Justice Ministry
Thank you ever so much for the prayers and gifts for the Catholic Ministry to the Incarcerated,
the Thea Bowman Center, the Saint Aloysius Food Bank, Birthright,
Rose Mary Center, Padre Harold, The Legion of Mary and fellow parishioners.
The Prison Mission gave inmates in the Cuyahoga County jail two Christmas cards and two stamps to write to
loved ones. The Thea Bowman Center will use the food gift cards all year as help for participants at the food
bank and various activities at the Center. Birthright will give out diapers and baby items all year round as
families come for help. Rose Mary Center now has all the children and adults living in group homes rather
than at the Center. There are 17 group homes in the area of our church. The Administration Building and Day
Care have moved to West 14th Street. The wrapped gifts were presented at Christmas. The extra gift cards
were used to make sure all 93 tenants received a gift. We even had a few extras for items needed all year
round. The money for Padre Harold will go to continue to help Sacred Heart Parish in Nicaragua. The Saint
John of the Cross Legion of Mary delivered gifts to older adults in nursing homes. Fellow parishioners received
$50 and $100 grocery store gift cards depending on the size of the family. Five families were helped. Saint
Aloysius volunteers distributed the sweatshirts at the Food Bank that the parish runs.
We are sure there were many smiles this Christmas. As it has been for many, many years the Giving Tree was a
huge success thanks to all of you! Please continue to keep all in your prayers. “And may the Lord cause you to
increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people just as we also do for you” - 1 Thess. 3:12.
Peace to all … The Social Justice Ministry
The Epiphany of the Lord
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Need to Know
Ministers Schedule — January 13-14, 2018
Masses:

Presiders

Saturday Fr. Scott
4 pm
Sunday
9 am

Fr. Mehok

Sunday
11 am

Fr. Lito

Greeters

Lector 1

K. Brindo
A. Molle

J. Cernansky K. McVoy

J. Chounet
T. Chounet

E. Edelman

D.Apanasewicz T. Wetzel
R. Apanasewicz

Lector 2

Eucharistic Ministers

C. Barni, T. Brokamp, K. Brown, K. Brokamp
T. Burrello, M. Freas, P. Kiikka,
W. Nalepka. R. Raguz

G.Haritonovich A. Dean, L. Fulton, L. Petrof

M. Haritonovich, L. Petrof,
P. Mastrangelo, G. Petrof,
N. Powell, D. Szafranski
L. Williams

Servers

A. Somich
A. Somich

J. Berquist, J. Dreyer, S. Dreyer, A.Apanasewicz
R. Schultz
E. Dulaney, D. Hocevar,
J. Hocevar, K. Musarra, D.Rymer

ATTENTION LITURGICAL MINISTERS: It is time to prepare the next Liturgical Minister’s Schedule. The schedule will begin in
February 2018 and go through the end of May. If you have any special requests or would like to make changes in Mass times at
which you serve etc., please contact Anita at the parish office or by email secretary@saintjohnofthecross.org. by Jan. 15, 2018.

Visiting Eucharistic Ministers

Counters

Richmond Heights Hospital
Wednesday, January 10 ......................................... Teri

Tuesday, January 16 ..................................... “C” Team

Grande Pointe
Sunday, January 14 .............................. Legion of Mary
Waterford
Sunday, January 14 .............................. Legion of Mary

Parish Staff &
Office Hours

Mass Schedule

Rev. Salvatore M. Ruggeri ............ Pastor

Celebration of Eucharist

Rev. Timothy Buyansky, OSB ....... Weekend Assistant

Saturday Vigil ........................ 4:00 pm
Sunday .................................. 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Monday & Thursday ............. 6:30 pm
Tuesday & Friday .................. 8:15 am
Holy Day ................................ 8:15 am, noon & 6:30 pm

Rev. Edward E. Mehok ................. Weekend Assistant

Eucharistic Adoration

Anita Linsky .................................. Secretary

First Friday ............................ 9:00 am—4:00 pm

Kay Magri ...................................... Business Manager

Rev. Mr. Charles Doerpers ........... Deacon

Dr. Francesco Binda ...................... Director of Music
Terri Burrello ................................ Sacristan

Nancy Powell ................................ Bookkeeper

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday ................................ 3:00—3:30 pm

Parish Office Hours

Rosary follows Tuesday and Friday am Masses

Monday−Friday ............................. 8:00 am−4:00 pm
Saturday ........................................ 9:00 am−1:00 pm
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